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rar, reg Vene at 4 ngenious. Refinements. 
© Crueky, t e Alderman adde Mrs. Hart's Fires 
in the col A Weather — beat her Head ſeveral Times 
_ againſt the chimney-piece p ulled a Ribbon which 
me wore round her Neck, 0 ſuch Violence 2s to 
break it — thrgw her on the Floor by forcibly 
- the Chair from under her, and afterwards kicked and - 
dragged her aboud thę Room — ſtruck and pinched her 
BL when in Bed-—ftruck her on 3he . &e, Kc. &c. 
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N THE phos OF 60D, AMEN; 
before you. the Worſhipful William 
Wynne; Dodter of. Laws; Vicar General. 
of the. Ri ght Reverend Father in God, 
| , Divine Permiſſion, . La 
Biſhop. of London, and Official Principal 
of the Confiſtorial and Epiſcopal Court 
of London, lawfully appointed your Su- 
rogate, or ſome other competent Judge 1 in 
B this 
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this behalf, the proctor of Elizabeth 
Hart, (the lawful wife of John Hart, 
Eſquire): againft the-faid-John Hart her 
huſband, of the pariſh of Alhallows the 
Leſs, Ln. and diocefe of London; 
and againft all and every other perſon or 
perſons lawfully intervening or appearing 
in judgment for him by way -of com- 
plaint, and hereby complaining unto you 
in this behalf, doth ſay, alledge, and in 
law. articulately propound as follows: 


That the ſaid Elizabeth Hart was and 
is the daughter of John Spencer, of the 
pariſh | of St. Mary, Hlington, in the 
county 'of Middleſex, Eſq; by Tabitha 
Spencer his wife: that the ſaid Elizabeth 
Hart was pioufly, foberly, virtuouſly and 
tenderly brought up and educated by her 
ſaid parents; and this. was and is true, 
public and notorious : and ſo much the 
faid John Hart, Eſq; the other party in 
this cauſe, doth know, and in his con- 
ſcience believe, and hath confeſſed to be 
true: and the party proponent doth al- 
ledge and propound every thing: in this 
article contained jointly and ſeverally. 
That in the months af April, June, July, 
and Auguſt, in the year 1775, the ſaid 
John Hart being a widower, and free 
* from all n . ae en- 
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$ajements, did make his adreſſes and 
courthip, . by way of marriage, to the : 
faid Elizabeth Hart, then Elizabeth 
Spencer, ſpinſter, a minor, of the a 
of ſeventeen years and upwards, but under 
the age of twenty-one years; who was 
alſo free from all matrimonial conttacts 
and engagements, and did receive the 
courtſhip and, addreſſes of him the ſaid 
John Hart, with the privity and a wm” 
bation of her father, the faid John 8 
cer, and did conſent to Pin are to the 
faid John Hart. And the party propo- 
nent doth. further alledge and propound, 
that Preparatory to the fad then intended 
marriage, viz. on or about the 24th day 
of the kad month of Auguſt, the ſaid John 
Hart did apply for, and obtain a li- 
cence for ſolemnizing the ſaid mar- 
riage between him the ſaid John Hart, 
and the faid Elizabeth Hart, then Eliza- 
beth Spencer, | inſter, in the pariſh 
church of fof Allenham, in the county of 
. Hertford, by and with the conſent of the 
ſaid John Spencer, Eſq; the natural and 
lawful father of the aid Elizabeth Hart, 
then Spencer, ſpinſter. And this was, 
and 1s true, public and notorious; and fo 
much the ſaid John Hart doth know in 
bis conſcience, and hath confeſſed to be 
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true. And the party proponent doth ac». 
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That in ſupply of proof of part of che 


premiſes mentioned in the next preceding 
articles, and to all other intents and pur-. 
poſes. in law whatſoever, the party pro- 
ponent, doth exhibit, and hereto annex, 
and prays to be here read and inſerted, 
and taken as part and parcel hereof, a cer, 
tain paper writing, marked with the letter 
A, and doth alledge and propound the 
fame to be and contain a true copy of the 
affidavit made by the ſaid John Hart and 
John Spencer, to obtain the aforeſaid li- 
cence, as in the ſaid preceding article is 
mentioned. That the ſame hath been 
faithfully extracted from the principal 
regiſtry of the archiepiſcopal ſee of Can- 
terbury, and hath been carefully collated 
with its original now remaining therein, 


* 
* 


and exactly agrees therewith. * That al 
and fingular 3 of the ſaid ex- 
hibit were and are true; that all things 
were ſo had and done, as are therein con- 
tained. That the ſame is ſigned by 
Thomas Collins, deputy-regiſter, of ö the 
ſaid court; and that John Hart, and 
Elizabeth Spencer, therein mentioned, 
and John Hart, Eſq; and Elizabeth Hart, 
formerly Spencer, his wife, the Fee 


John Hart, Bg. 2 
is-cauſe, a Jobn Spencer; Eſq. there- 
in mentioned, and John Spencer, Eſq; the 
natural and lawful father of the ſaid Eli- 
_ Zabeth Hart, were and are the ſame per- 
ſons. And this was and is true, public, 
and notorious; and ſo much the ſaid John 
Hart doth know, and in his conſcience 
believe, and hath confeſſed to be true: and 
the party proponent doth YO and pro- 
F . Helges | : 5 


That on or about che 2d day of Sep- 
hes in” the year of our Lord 1775» 
the ſaid John _—_ Eſq; and Elizabeth 
Hart, then Elizabeth Spencer, were, by 
virtue of the . aforeſaid licence, lawfully 
Joined together in holy matrimony, ac- 
cording to the rites and ceremonies of the 
church of England, as by law eſtabliſhed 
in-the pariſh church of Aldenham, in the 
county of Hertford aforeſaid, by the Rev. 
Joſiah Diſturnell, clerk, a prieſt or mi- 
niſter in holy orders of the church of 
England, and then curate or miniſter of 
the (aid pariſh of Aldenham, or then offi- 

ciating as ſuch, who then and there pro- 
nounced them to be lawful huſband and 
wife, by and with the conſent and appro- 
bation of the ſaid. John Spencer, Eſq; the 
natural and lawful father of her the ſaid 
F Hart, * Spencer. And 
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this was and is true, public and noto- 

_ rious ;' and fo much the faid John Hart 
doth, know in his conſcience, and hath 
confeſſed to be true; and the party O=- 
ponent doth alledge and n en 
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: That in phy of Ras of the pre- 
miſes mentioned in the next preceding 
article, and to all other intents and pur- 
poles in law whatſoever, the party propo- 
nent doth exhibit; and hereto annex, and 
prays to be here read and inſerted, and 
taken as part and parcel hereof,” a certain 

| nie writing, marked with the 
etter B, and doth alledge and propound 
the ſame to be and contain a true entry of 
the marriage of them the ſaid John Hart, 
Etq; and Elizabeth Hart, formerly Spen- 
cer, as mentioned in the ſaid preceding 
article. That the ſame hath been duly 
extracted from the regiſter book of mar- 
riages, ſolemnized in the ſaid pariſh of 
Aldenham ; hath been carefully collated 
with its original, now remaining therein, 
and agrees therewith Phat all-and fingu- 
lar the contents of the faid exhibit, were 
and are true. That all things were ſo had 
and done, as are therein contained; and 

that John Hart, ſq; and Elizabeth Spen- 
cer, therein named, and John Hart and 

; Elizabeth 


John Hart, E. 
Elizabeth Hart, formerly Spencer, his 


wife, the parties in this cauſe, were and 
ate the ſame perſons. And this was and 
is true, public, and notorious; and ſo 
much the ſaid John Hart doth, know and 
believe, in his conſcience, and hath con- 
feſſed to be true; and the party proponent 
doth alledge and Propound as before. 


That from 7 1 immediately . che 
ſolemnization of the ſaid marriage, they 
the ſaid John Hart, and Elizabeth Hart 
his wife, lived and cohabited together at 
bed and board, as lawful husband and 
wife, and confummated their marriage by 
carnal copulation ; and fo lived and co- 
habited together, at the houſes of the ſaid 
John Hart, in Thames- ſtreet, in the pariſh 
of Alhallows the Leſs, London; and at 
Holloway, in the pariſh. of St. Mary, 
Iſlington, in the 8885 of Middleſex; 
and they fo continued to live and cohabit 
ig until the ſaid Elizabeth Hart 
was obliged to leave the ſaid John Hart, 
by reaſon of the many cruelties by him 

the ſaid John Hart committed, and un- 

juſtly i inflicted; on the ſaid: Elizabeth Hart, 

his wife ; and alſo by reaſon of the adul- 

tery by him the ſaid John Hart com- 

mitted, as herein after particularly pleaded 

and ſet forth : and the : Party Propomnt 
Ot 
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both farther alledge and ipod thaf 
during all the 5 — the faid John Hart; 
and Mizaberh Hart; his wife, lived and 
cohabited together at the ſeveral places 
aforeſaid, they conſtantly; and upon all 
occaſions; owned and acknowledged. each 
other as and for lawful husband 15 wife; 
and were aid are ſo commonly accounted; 
reputed; and taken to be, by theit re- 
lations, neighbours,' friends; acquaint- 
- ances, and othets. And this was and is 
true, public, and notorious; and ſo much 
the ſaid John Hart doth know in his con- 
ſcience, and | hath confeſſed to be true 
and the party proponent doth 9 and 
-Propound as before: 


That the faid 1558 Hart was, and is a 
1 of a very moroſe, ſurly, cruel, 
ſavage, and wicked temper and diſpo- 
ſition; and the ſaid Elizabeth Hart was, 
and is a perſon of an exceeding mild; 
gentle, obliging, tractable, and obedient 
temper; and of a very amiable, meek; mo- 
deft, and virtuous carriage and dif ofition; 
and during all the time they the fd John 
Hart, and Elizabeth Hart, his wife, (ha 
and cohabited together, the, the ſaid Eli- 
zabeth Hart, conſtantly behaved to the 
faid John Hart with the greateſt tender- 
nels, affection, and duty, ahd in a very 


peaceable,” 
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 peaceable, quier, virtuous, and irreproach= 


able manner. And this was and is true, 
public; and notorious ; and ſo much the 
faid John Hart doth know in his con- 
ſeience, arid hath confeſſed to be true; 
and the party proponent doth "EP" and 
E as rr 28 


That Dime tio before, an" to the mar- 
. Fiage of the ſaid John Hart and Eliza- 
beth Hart, he the ſaid John Hart kept and 
detained in his ſervice, one Hannah Hick- 
man, who uſed to manage his domeſtic 
affairs, and who, having behaved in yen 5 
a manner as to make it highly improp 
for her to remain in the family of the {a 10 
John Hart, after his marriage with Nos 
faid Elizabeth Spencer, it was by her and 
her friends, inſiſted that the faid John 
Hart ſhould diſcharge the ſaid Hannah 
Hickman from his ſervice, before the ſaid 
marriage; and the ſaid John Hart then 
promiſed and agreed fo to do. And this 
was, and is true, public, and notorious z 
and fo much the faid John Hart doth 
know in his conſcience, and hath con- 
feſſed to be true; and the party proponent 
doth alledgy and propound as before. 


That after the marriage of the fad 
F John Hart and Elizabeth Hart, the faid 
C Eliza- 


. 
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Elizabeth Hart, and her relations, preſſed 
the ſaid John Hart to part from, and diſ- 
charge the ſaid Hannah Hickman, pur- 
ſuant to his engagement; but after many 
evaſions and excuſes, he declared he could 
not, nor would not, on any account, part 
with her; and declined and refuſed ſo to 
do, and, in truth, has ever fince retained 
her in his houſes and family, except during 
a ſhort time, as hereinafter mentioned. 


That he kept her in his town houſe 
during the winter, and at his country 
houſe during the ſummer ſeaſon ; and hath 
unifermly treated her as à perſon for 
whom he had a ſingular regard and af- 
fection; and they the ſaid John Hart and 
Hannah Hickman, uſed to be frequently 
alone together, and to ride together in the 
ſame carriage, to and from the ſaid 
town and country houſes of the ſaid John 
Hart: and this was and is true, public, 
and notorious; and ſo much the ſaid 
John Hart doth know, in his conſcience, 
and hath certified to be true; and the 

' party proponent doth alledge and propound 


as before. | 


That ſoon after the marriage of the 
faid John Hart with the. ſaid Elizabeth 
Hart, he the ſaid John Hart began to 14 
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his ſaid: wiſe very ill; forbad tous all cor- 
reſpondence or intercourſe with her father 
and mother, and other relations; con- 
tinually exerted his ndeavours to mortify, 
diſtreſs, and torment her; frequently 
compelled her to walk to and from his 
aforeſaid town and country houſes in bad 
weather, againſt her will, and thereby 
ſubjected her to great fatigue, while his 
carriages ſtood unemployed, or were em- 
ployed in conveying the faid Hannah 
Hickman to and from the ſaid houſes; 
and during the winter ſeaſon, the ſaid 
John Hart often extinguiſhed the fire, by 
which his ſaid wife ſat, and thereby pur- 
poſely ſubjected her to much cold A in- 
convenience; and at other times he 
abuſed her very much, and threatened to 
knock her down, and do her other bodily 
harm; and this was, and is true, public, 
and' notorious; and the party proponent 


doth alledge and e as * 


That the bid john Hart is one of the 
Aldermen of the City of London; and, 
the gth day of November, 1775, was at 
the Lord Mayor's Feaſt, and went home 
to his aforeſaid houſe in Thames-ſtreet, 
late in the evening, and there found —— 
Evans, (wife of Ebenezer Evans) the 
hag of the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, and the 
C 2 ſaid 
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ſaid: EbbnentrEvacis ber huſband, 7 in com- 
pany with the ſaid Elizabeth Hart; and 
ſo ſoon as the ſaid Ebenezer Evans, and 
Evans, his wife, were gone, the 
ſaid John Hart put himſelf in a great ꝓai - 
ſion, and abuſed his ſaid wife very much 
for receiving the viſits of her ſaid fifter- 
and her huſband, and without any other 
apparent cauſe, proceeded. to lay violent 
hands on his ſaid wife, and rugs of 
ſtrangle her; and then beat her with 
walking cane, until ſhe fell on her ; 
and beſought him to ceaſe his 8 ; 
and beithen obliged her to continue k nec 
ing; and, in ſuch poſture, compelled her 
to ſwear, ſhe would not ever admit her fa- 
ther, mother, or any other of her rela- 
tions into his houſe, and that ſne would 
not, at any time, viſit them, or either of 
thein; and by means, of ſuch ill- treat · 
ment, the body and limbs of the ſaid 
Elizabeth Hart were much bruiſed, and 
her ſkin was greatly diſcoloured, and ſhe 
became Sup ill, and did not recover 
from ſuch ilnels for ſeveral days: Ant 
this was, and is true, public, and noto- 
rious; and the party proponent doth Reer 
pound and alledge as as before. 


That on a day, in the latter part. of the 
ſaid year 1775, the ſaid John H Hart and 
Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth his wife, and the ſaid Tabitha 
8 „ her mother, being at dinner to- 
er at; his aforeſaid houſe in Thames» 
| ſtreet, che ſaid John Hart ſuddenly ſtarted 

from his chair in a violent paſſion; and, 
without any apparent cauſe, ſeized his 
ſaid wife by the head and ſhoulders, and 
pulled and puſhed her about the room, 
and beat her ſeveral times againſt the 


chimney, until he was ſo much tired and 
fatigued, that water was given to him to 


keep him from fainting; and the only 
— K aſſigned by the ſaid John Hart, for 
ſuch his outrageous conduct was, that his 
ſaid wife, while in converſation at dinner, 
had utteted ſome word, ar words, at 
which he took offence: Ae 
ſuch ill- uſage, the head, face, and neck 
of the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, became much 
bruiſed and ſwelled, and diſcoloured, and 
ſhe remained exceedingly indiſpoſed and 
i for ſeveral days afterwards; and this 
was, and is true, public, and notorious ; 
and the party proponent doth * and 
ne as before. 


That on a e happening in the mah | 


of in the year 1777, the {aid John 
Hart, and Elizabeth Hart, his wife, and 
two or three gentlemen viſitors, being at 


* together at the e houſe, 
in 


in Thames Street, the ſaid John Hart, 


ſuddenly became diſpleaſed with the con- 
verſation of his ſaid wife, and putting 
himſelf into a violent paſſion, called her 
by many vile, and opprobrious names, 
and ordered her to quit the dining table, 
and leave the room; and the ſaid Eliza- 
beth Hart, being then ſo greatly terrified; 
that ſhe could not riſe from her chair; 
the ſaid John Hart / aroſe from table, 


and ſuddenly pulled the chair: from under 


the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, his wife, and 
threw her down on the floor, and after- 
wards dragged, pulled, and puſhed her 
violently about, and then forced her out 
of the room; and this was, and is true, 
public, and notorious; and the party 
proponent, doth alledge and propound as 
Beloet (55550 (21472 lacs d | 

That on an evening in the ſummer of 
the year 1778, the ſaid John Hart went 
to his aforeſaid houſe, at Holloway, . and 
there met the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, his 
wife, on her return from the houſe of the 


aforeſaid Tabitha Spencer, her mother 


(which is oppoſite to the ſaid John Hart's 
houſe) and the faid John Hart, then flew 
into a great paſſion, and abuſed his wife 
very much; who being greatly fright- 
ened, ran up ſtairs into her ETON 
an 


and the ſaid John Hart followed her there, 

abuſing her, and he then caught hold of a 
ribbon, which was tied round her neck, 
and endeavouring to ſtrangle her, twiſted, 
or pulled the faid ribbon, until he broke 
it, and he afterwards puſhed the faid 
Elizabeth Hart ſeveral times, with great 
violence, againſt the walls and furniture 
of the ſaid room, and at laſt puſhed her 
out of the ſaid room into the paſſage. 
And this was, and is true, public, and 
| notorious ; and the party proponent, 
doth alledge and propound as before. 


That on a day in the ſummer of the 
year 1777, the ſaid Hannah Hickman 
complained to the ſaid John Hart, of the 
loſs af a dog, which had been kept at his 
houſe, at Holloway, and the ſaid John 
Hart, thereupon, became greatly enraged, 
and very much abuſed and threatened, the 
ſaid Elizabeth Hart, his wife, and ſaid, 
he was ſure, ſhe had cauſed the ſaid dog 
to be loſt, on account of its being a fa- 
vourite with his girl's, thereby meaning 
the ſaid Hannah Hickman; and he then 
declared, that becauſe his girl was fond 
of the dog, therefore he would give a re- 
ward of twenty guineas to the perſon 
who ſhould be the means of her recover- 
ing it; or he then uſed words to that, as 
| ; | the 
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the like effect. a n and is true; 
public and notorious ; and the 


Wy proponent, N 2 ARR as 
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That on a FF 177 0 in ur 3 tis * 
of b 1147 ball hes faid John Hart and 
Elizabeth Hart his wife, being in bed 
together, in the aforeſaiĩd . at Hol- 
loway, he the ſaid John Hart began to 
quarrel with, and abuſe his ſaid wife, and 
afterwards got out of bed, and pulling all 
the bed-cloaths off his faid wife, left 
her without any covering; ànd the ſaid 
Elizabeth Hart, afterwards rang her 
chamber bell, and thereupon, Elizabeth 
Proſſer, her — went into the faid 
chamber, and there found the ſaid Eli- 
abeth Hart fitting on the middle of the 
bed, without any covering on her, and 
the ſaid John Hart fitting in an arm 
chair, with all the bed cloaths wrapped 
about him: and the ſaid John Hart then 
declared, that he intended to leave his 
ſaid wife in ſuch naked ſtate during the 
night; and this was, and is true, public, 
and notorious; and the party proponent 
_ alledge and propound as before. 


- That ſornetime i in or PIs! bs month 
of ' laſt, the ſaid Elizabeth * 
"3174 | W 1 C 
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rhite * ſhe. was dreſſing or combing. her 
air, happened accidentally to toueh the 
ſaid John Hart with one of the pins that 
came out of her hair; and thereupon the 
. faid John Hart became very angry with his 

faid wife, and without any other proveca- 
tion. whatever, he ſtruck her on the face 
with his hand, very violently : and this 
Was; and is true, public, and notorious z 


and the party proponent doth AA and 
e as before. 


That in the years 1776, 1777. BS 


and in the preſent year 1779, the ſaid - 


John Hart frequently abuſed and ill treated 
55 ſaid Elizabeth Hart, his wife, becauſe 

e lay in bed after he got up; and had 
often took the ſaid Hannah Hickman with 
him into the chamber of the ſaid Elizas 
beth Hart; and at ſuch time they the 
faid John Hart and Hannah Hieckman, 
quently pulled the bed-cloaths off the 
ſaid Elizabeth Hart, and dragged her out 
of bed with force and violence: and this 
was and is true, public, and notorious; 
and the party proponent en nee "my 
propound as before. AI 


That from and after than marriage of the 
faid John Hart and Elizabeth Hart, and 


W the years 1 5 1777. 1778, * 
is 


| 3 
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this preſent year, 1979, he, the ſaid John 
Hurt uſed almoſt every day to ftrip him- 


felf, and change his ſhirts, in the bed- 
ehamber of the ſaid Hannah Hickman, 


and in her preſence; and che faid Hannah 


Hickman uſed to aſſiſt him, the ſaid John 
mar ts ſtrip and ſhirt himfelf ; and they 


{4 John Hart and Hannah Hickman 
— uently locked the door of the ſaid bed - 
chamber, and remained together therein, 
for conſiderable ſpaces of time; and they 
the faid John Hart and Hannah Hickman 
were frequently ſeen and obſerved: to kiſs 
each other, and to put their hands into 
each others boſoms, and take many other 
indecent -liberties with each other's 
foris + and "this was, and is true, alli, 
and notorious; and the party dee 


doth wars 26 and "Propoune” as We 


That on an evening in che year 1778. 
the laid John Hart complained of the 
tooth- ach, and retired to his chamber and 
went to bed, in his aforeſaid town houſe 
in Thames-ſtreet, and deſired that the 
ſaid Hannah Hickman might attend him, 
and the attended him accerdin gly. They 
the ſaid John Hart and Hannalt Hickman 
remained together alone in the ſaid bed- 
chamber, during all the night; and the 


py proponent! doth alledge and pro- 


pound 


lickman then had the carnal uſe and 
knowledge of each other's bodies, and 
thereby committed the foul crime of 
adultery together: and this was, and is 
true, public, and notorious ; and the party 
roponent doth alledge and propound as 
a ee e nP 


Fiet that the ſaid John Hart and Hannah 


That on an evening in the year 177 


the ſaid Hannah Hickman: was taken ill, 
| and went to bed in her chamber, in the 

houſe of the ſaid John Hatt, at Holloway; 
aforeſaid ; and the ſaid John Hart then 
went into the chamber wherein the. faid 
Hannah Hickman lay, and remained there» 
in for a conſiderable time; and on.quitting 
the ſame, he gave directions that he might 
be called up himſelf, in caſe the ſaid Han- 
nah Hickman ſhould be worſe. in the 
pight ; and this was, and is true; and the 


party proponent doth alledge and propound 


as before. 


Cle. Sora kX. .1; 14 FA 1 ow 
That during the ſummer and autumn of 


the year 1777, While the ſaid John Hart 
and his family were at his houſe at. Hol- 
loway, aforeſaid, he, the ſaid John Hart 


frequently aroſe from his bed eacly.in the 


morning, and leaving the ſaid Elizabeth 
Hart his wife, in bed, he went into the 
1272 e cChamber 


Fobn Hart, Eft. 21 


* 
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chamber of the faid Hannah Hickman, 
wherein ſhe was then lying in bed, and 
after faſtening the door thereof, he the 
ſaid John Hart uſed to remain with the 
faid Hannah Hickman alone therein, for 
conſiderable ſpaces of time; and at 
fuch times the ſaid John Hart was often 
ſeen through the windows in the ſaid 
AIR ER in his ſhirt and night cap, 
and without any other cloaths on- And 
the party proponent doth further alledge 
and propound, that at ſuch times the faid 
John Hart and Hannah Hickman had the 
carnal knowledge of each others bodies, 
and thereby committed the foul erime ol 
adultery together: and this was, and is 
true, public, and notorious; and the 
party proponent 14 9 and 38 


as bel ore, 1 


That on 5 "tay of :ibes 
ing Good Friday, in OP year 1777. Werd 
_ o'clock in the noon of the ſame 
day, the ſaid Hannah Hickman being in 
Her bed noe in the houſe of the ſaid 
John Hart, alt © © aforeſaid, he, 
the ſaid John wy went into the Gait: bed- 
chamber to her; and they the faid John 
Hart and Hannah Hickman then faſtened 
the door, and cloſed the window ſhutters 
cox the ſaid e and remained 


) . Feen 
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therein alone together, for a conſiderable 
time; and while they ſo continued to- 
gether, Levy Hayes, the coachman of the 
faid John Hart, went up the back ſtairs 
of the ſaid houſe, to the door of the cham- 
ber wherein the ſaid John Hart and Han- 
nah Hickman then were, with an intent 
to diſcover the criminal intercourſe be- 
tween them; and the ſaid Levy Hayes 
continued at the ſaid, door about ten mi- 
nutes, during which time he heard the 
faid John Hart and Hannah Hickman 
talk together in à low voice; and alſo 
heard the ruſtling of cloaths, and a crack 
ing or ſhaking of the bed in the faid room. 
And the party proponent doth alledge and 
e that at ſuch time the ſaid John 
art and Hannah Hickman had again the 
carnal uſe and knowledge of each others 
bodies; and thereby committed the foul 
crime of adultery together; and this was, 
and 1s 'true, public, 'and notorious ; and 
the party proponent doth alledge and pto- 


That in the afternoon of a day in the 

month of Od ober, 1777, the ſaid John 
Hart and Hannah Hickman went to- 
ether in the carriage of the ſaid John 
Hart, to his houſe at Holloway, aforeſaid, 
and Arank tea together, and continued 35 

2 ö e 
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and propound, that the ſaid John Hart 
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the ſaid houſe together by themſelves-from 


tea time, until about nine o'clock in the 


evening. (all the ſervants being in the 


kitchen, which is detached from the ai 


houſe). and while they ſo remained to- 
gether, Mary Turnbull, the faid ] 

Hart's cook-maid, went to the back door. 
in order to get into the houſe, and ſhe then 
found that the aid John Hart and Han- 
nah Hickman had locked themſelves in 


* 


the ſaid houſe; and the ſaid Mary Turn- 


bull well knowing that the front door was 
faſtened, and finding ſhe. could not. ge 
into the ſaid houſe, returned to the kit- 


- 


chen and informed the aforeſaid Levi 


Hayes, the coachman, of the circum- 


ſtance, who aſterwards attempted to opet 
che laid back door; whereupon the fad 
John Hart called to him from within, 
and aſked what he wanted, but refuſed to 


open the ſaid door; and the faid Levy Hayes 


and Mary Turnbull, to Gtisfy their cu. 
rioſity, afterwards went round. to the front 
of the ſaid houſe, and ſaw « light in the 
bed-chamber of the ſaid John Hart, and 
no light in any other part of the houſe; 
and t 5 thereby diſcovered that the ſaid 
John. Hart and Hannah Hickman wer 

together in the {41d bed- chamber. An 

the party proponent doth further alledge 


and 


* 
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and Hannah Hickman then had the car+ 
nal uſe and knowledge of each others bo. 
dies; and thereby committed the foul crime 
of adultery together; and this was, and 
is true, public, and notorious, and the 


party proponent doth POM? and ee ; 


| 20 defote. 


That werbe ne in or about the fot 
8 e 1775, the ſaid John Hart, 
at the preſſing diftance of the ſaid EHZs. 
beth Hart and her family, conſented and 
454 to diſcharge and put away the 

id Hannah Hickman; and he cauſel bert 
to abſent herſelf from his houſe for Tome - 
time; but in order to carry on his adul« 
tetous intercourſe with her, he went to 
meet Catherine Houghton, who formerly 
lived with him as a fervant, and then lived 
in St. John's Square, in the pariſh of St. 

ames, Clerkenwell, in the county, of 
Middleſex, and informed her, that on ac- 
count of a difference with his wife, he 
found it neceſſary that the ſaid Hannah 
Hickman ſhould abſent herſelf from his 
houſe for the ſpace of a week or a fort- 
night; and therefore he requeſted the faid 
Catherine Houghtot! to ſuffer the ſaid Han- 
nah Hickman to be with her for fuch 
time, and he then promifed to reward her 
Yoriodoing3 and the ſad Catharine Hough- 


ton 
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ton ken 8 and the ſaid Hannaft 
Hickman, accordingly went to and remained 
with the ſaid Catherine Houghton, at her 
apartmehts in St. Jo ahn's Square aforeſaid, 
for the ſpace of during 
which period ohn Hart frequently vi- 
ſited the ſaid Hannah Hickman there, and 
at ſuch times uſed to remain alone with 
her for two or three hours together, and 
they the ſaid John Hart and Hannah Hick- 
man then had the catnal uſe and kno-w- 
ledge of cach others bodies, and thereby 
committed the crime of adultery to- 
gether; and at ſuch times the ſaid John 
Hart uſed to defire the faid Catherine 
Houghton not to ſpeak of any thing which 
ſhould come to light or be diſcovered, by 
her; and this was and is true, and public, 
and the party proponent doth alledge 8 
propound as before. | 22 


That by the cruelty and ill Ye. of 
the ſaid John Hart towards the ſaid Eliz- 
abeth Hart, his wife, and unjuſtly in- 
flicted on her as herein before-mentioned ; 
js e pain and torment of body, and 
inual uneaſineſs and perturbation of 
mind occafioned thereby, the ſaid Eliz- 
abeth Hart was reduced to a very ill ſtate 
of health, and to a very low, weak, and 


declining condition; and her conſtitution 
| a Was 


Jobs Hurt, Eſq. 


* 


- 


was and is greatly impaired- and injured 
'2 thereby; and the faid Elizabeth Hart he- 
ing under great terror and apprehenfions 
on account of the {aid John Hart's cruelty, 
the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, in order to avoid 
the ſame, and for the preſervation. of her 
life, did, in or about the month of Octo- 
ber laſt, withdraw herſelf from the houſe 
of the ſaid John Hart, and put herſelf 
under the care and protection of her. fa- 
ther and mother, with whom ſhe hath 
ever ſince remained: and this was and is 
true, public, and notorious; and the 7 
party proponent doth e 50 Aale | 


as before. 100 


7. 


That the ſaid Ele eh Hart bath not 


ever lived or cohabited with the ſaid 
Hart, her huſband, fince ſhe left his ho 


oak 


as mentioned in the laſt preceding, article: 
and this was and is true, public, and no- 


ledge and propound as before. 


torious; and the party proponent doth al- 


* 


That of and concerning all on fingu- 


lar the premiſes, it hath been, and is b 
and in the behalf of the a Elizabeth 
Hart, tightly complained to you the Vicar 
'Gedicral, and Official Principal aforeſaid, 
and to this Court, for a remedy to be 
2 81 50 in this behalf; and the party 
E proponent 


uy: - The Tridt of 


* ponent * Ae and Proponnd a 
before. 


| 3 That the ad Jobe Hart was, and i is of 
the pariſh of Allhallows, London, and 
| dioceſe of London, and therefore and by 
reaſon of the premiſes, he the ſaid John 
Hart was and is ſubject to the juriſdiction 
of tkis Court; and the party proponent 

| _ doth alledge as before. 
| That all bd ſingular the premiſes, 
| weere and are true, public, and notorious ; 
| | and therefore there was and is a public 
= * voice, fame, and report, of which legal 
proof being made, the party proponent 
prays right and juſtice to be effectually 
done and adminiſtered to him and his 
party in the premiſes ; and that the ſaid Eli- 
Zabeth Hart may be ſeparated and divorced 
from bed, board, and mutual cohabitation 
with the ſaid John Hart, her hufband, by 
reaſon of the cruelty and adultery by him 
committed”; that the ſaid John Hart may 
be condemned in the coſts of this ſuit, 
made and to be made on the part and be- 
half of the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, and com- 
pelled to the due payment thereof, by 
you and your definitive ſentence, or final 
decree, to be given in this behalf; and 


that further may be done and decreed 1 in 
the 


— 
. 
* dC 


— 
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the premiles, as ſhall be lawful in this be- 

half, the party proponent. obliging him- 
ſelf to prove all and ſingular the premiſes, 
as to the burthen of a ſuperfluous proof, 
againſt which he proteſts and ſays, that ſb 
far as he ſhall prove in the premiſes, ſo 
far he may obtain in his petition, the be- 
nefit of the law, &c. er, Shoes 
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Conſiſtorial and Epiſcopal Court of 
London, at Doctors Commons. 


* 


—— —_—_ 


7 
DE POSITION S. 
18th February, 1780. 
The Depoſition of Mary * urnbull, 


ARY TURNBULL, (the wife of 
Walter Turnbull). of Holloway, 
in the pariſh of St. Mary, Iflington, in 
the county of Middleſex, aged about ſixty 
years, a witneſs produced and ſworn. 


To the firſt article of the ſaid libel, ſhe 
depoſes and ſays, that near four years ago, 
to the beſt of her recollection as to the 
time, (ſhe' well remembers it was ſome 
time in the ſpring) ſhe the deponent, __ 

| er 


” 


Jobn Hart, Eig. 31 


her huſband, the ſaid Walter Turnbull, 
Went to liye with John Hart, Eſq. and 
Elizabeth Hart, his wife, the parties in 
this cauſe, at their country houſe at Hol- 
loway, in the county of Middleſex ; this 
deponent in the capacity of a cook, and 
her huſband in. the capacity of gardener ; 
and ſhe continued in their ſervice at their 
ſaid houſe, until a fortnight betore laſt 
Lord Mayor's day. That Mrs. Hart was 
and is the daughter of John Spencer, of 
the pariſh'of St. Mary, Iſlington, in the 
county of Middleſex, Eſquire, by Tabi- 
tha Spencer, his wife; and was, as ſhe 
verily believes, from the character and 
diſpoſition of her parents, piouſly, ſoberly, 
virtuouſly, and tenderly brought up and 
educated by them: and further to the 
ſaid article ſhe knows not to depoſe. 


To the ſecond and third articles of the 
faid libel, and to the paper writing or 
exhibit, marked with the letter A, there- 
in pleaded and exhibited, ſhe depoſcs and 
fays, that ſhe hath heard and believes, 
that Mr. Hart, previous to his marriage 
with his ſaid wife, was a widower, and 
that Mrs, Hart was a ſpinſter, and under 
age; and they had been married, as the 
deponent was informed and believes, about 
a.year before ſhe went to live with them : 

| an 
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and the exhibit EIT A, Je now pr62 


duced and ſhewu to Heb te ſaith he 


_ dothi verily believe that John Hart, Eſd. 


and Elizabeth Spencer, therein mention- 
ed; and John Hart, Eſq; and Elizabetli 
Hart, formerly Spencer, his wife, the 
Ea in this cauſe, and John Spencer, 

therein mentioned; and John Spen- 


= Eſq; the natural and lawful father of 
the faid Elizabeth Hart, were and are 


the ſame perſons : and further ſhe knows 
not to depoſe to the laid articles. 


To the fuk 1 afth articles of ihe 


. faid Tibet, and to the exhibit ahd particu- 


lar writing marked with the letter B, 
therein pleaded and exhibited, and now 
produced and ſhewn to her, ſhe faith, 
that from what ſhe hath before depoſed, 
ſhe does very believe that John Hart, Eſq; 
and Elizabeth Spencer, therein named; 
and John Hart and Elizabeth Hart, — 
merly Spencer, his wife, the parties in this 
cauſe, were and are the ſame perſons; 
and referring to what ſhe hath before ſaid, 
the knows not further to depoſe to the faid 


articles. 


To the ſixth article of the ſaid libel, 
the depoſes and ſays, that Mr. Hart's town 
| houſe was i Thames-ftreet, London, and 

until 


ohn Hart, Eft, 33 


until Mrs. Hart was obliged to leave, and 
did leave him, by reaſon of his crael be- 
haviour and adulterods conduct towards 
her, they continued to live and cohabit 
together at bed and board, as man and 
wife, at both the houſes of Mr. Hart; 
and during all the time they ſo lived xv} 
cohabited together, they always owned 
and acknowledged each other as and for 
lawful huſband and vife; and they were 
and are ſo commonly accounted, repated, 
and taken to be, by their relations, neigh- 
- bours, friends, acquaintances, and others: 
and further to the particulars ſhe Knows 
not to depoſe. 


Jo the ſeventh article of the ſaid libet, 
the de ſes and ſays, that ſhe thinks Mr. 
Hart very whimſical, uneven tempered 
man, and of a very ſuſpicious temper, and 
very paſſionate in his diſpoſition. That 
Mrs. Hart is a perſon of a very mild, 
obliging temper, and of a very modeſt, 
meek, humane, and virtuous carriage and 
- difpofition ; and always behaved to Mr. 
Hart with great tenderneſs, atfection, and 
duty, and in a very peaceable, virtuous 
manner, and ſeemed ever anxious to avoid 
giving him any kind of offence. And 
further to the faid articles ſhe knows not 
to __ \ 


Ta 


art, 


Sf his 


Fenn en + CAD 
135 ih Hickman; and that ſhe uſed to 


* Re 
* 


fuperintend his domeſtic. affairs, That 


+- 


ſhe hath heard and believes, that it was 


st nner ee 8 2 
Fought highly "improper, upon Mr. 


. 
o 


Tart's marriage wirn his faid wife, that 
he ſaid Hannah Hickman, thould remain 
n the family ; and it was inſiſted. by Mrs, 
Hart's friends, that Mr. Hart ould diſ- 
charge the fa.d Hannah Hickman, which 
he promiſed to do ; but that when he was 
preiſe thereto, in purſuance -of his pro- 
mile, he abſolutely refuſed ſo to do, and 
actually retained her in his family; and 
at the time this deponent went to live 
with him, ſhe, the ſaid Hannah Hickman, 
did then live with him, and continued ſo 
to do for about two years afterwards; that 
he kept her in his town houſe during the 
winter, and at his country houſe during 
the ſummer ſeaton; and always, treated 
her as a perlon for whom he had a very 
ſingular regard and affection; and they 
uſed to be fr:quently alone together, and 
to ride together in the ſame carriage, 75 
is 


, 


. 


.- 
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his town. and, country houſes : | and further 
to, the FO e the knows not to * 
| pole e 


: To the tenth, eleventh; twelfth; and 
. articles of the ſaid libel, ſhe 
oſes and ſays, that ſhe was always of 


opinion | that Mr: Hart $ ill uſage of his 


Wife, was chiefly owing to his attachment 


to the ſaid Hannah Hickman. That this 


deponent hath frequently heard the ſaid 
Mr. Hart forbid his wife going to ſee her 
relations; and always when ever he found 
ſhe had been to ſee them,; ſeemed greatly 
diſpleaſed thereat, and frequently flew out 
in very great paſſions about it; and there- 
by ſo greatly terrified her, that when the 
hath only 


r. Hart, was come in, ſhe would im- 
W turn as pale as death, and ſcem 

h ſhe was almoſt finking with the 
fri t; and the deponent verily thinks 
that ſach was his conſtant ill treatment of 
her, that 1 it would ſeem as if he made it 
bis ſtudy to mortify, terrify, and diſtreſs 
her. That this deponcat was continually 
kept at the. country houſe, and therefore 
was not a witneſs to Mr. Hart's behaviour 
to his wife in town; but ſhe hath fre- 


quently Pew the a from town 


mention 


appened to ſtep out, and re- 
Via and ſee that her husband, the ſaid 
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mention thei maſter, - the faid Mr. 
Hart's, ill treatment to theit miſtreſs,” the 
aid Mrs. Hart; but ſhe cannot now par- 
ticularly ſet forth what ſhe ſo heard, ex- 
| cepting that ſhe remembers their telling 
| her that he the faid Mr. Hart often threat- 
ened to knock her down ; and ſhe hath 
| frequently heard Mrs. Hart mention the 
[ ſame thing; and once ſhe remem bers 
| Mrs. Hart ſhewing her a bruiſe in her 
. arm, which ſhe told her was done by her 
) husband. That the deponent hath often 
heard from the ſervants, and alſo from 
Mrs. Hart, and her mother, Mrs. Spen- 
cer, of many particular circumſtances of 
the ſaid Mr. Hart's ill treatment of her, 
His ſaid wife, ſoon after they reſpectively 
happened; but her memory being parti- 
cularly bad, ſhe, cannot now recollect 
them ! and further to the ſaid articles ſhe 
cannot depoſe, fave that Mr. Hart is one 
of the Aldermen of the City of London. 


To the fourteenth, fifteenth, und fl 
teenth articles of the ſaid libel, ſhe de- 
poſes and ſays, that ſhe believes that Mr. 
Fart hath, more than once or twice, met 
Mrs. Hart returning from her father's 
houſe, at Holloway, which is not far 
from Mr. Hart's, on the other fide of the 
way, and he always appeared very much 

| diſpleaſed 


Jobe Hart, Bp. 37 


diſpleaſed thereat, And would fly 
paſſion about it; and whenever the 15 
Hannah Hickman happened to be at the 
country houſe when Mrs, Hart was there, 
ſhe never dared to go and ſee her mother, 
for fear the ſaid Hannah Hickman ſhould 
inform her husband, the ſaid Mr. Hart, 
of it. That the deponent has ſome re- 
collection of the ſaid Mr. Hart uſing Mrs. 
Hart very ill on one of thoſe 9 ; 
but ſhe cannot recollect the particular cir- 
cumſtances: that ſhe well remember 
there being a complaint made by the ſaid 
Hannah Hickman, of the loſs of a dog 
that was kept at Holloway, and, Mr. 
Hart ſeemed very much diſpleaſed at his 
ſaid wife about it, and ſaid he was ſure 
ſhe had cauſed the dog to be loſt, becauſe 
it was a favourite Y Hannah's, thereby 
meaning the ſaid Hannah Hickman, or 
words to that effect; that ſhe allo remem- 
bers being told by Elizabeth Proſſer, Mrs. 
Hart's maid, <A next morning after it 
happened, of the circumſtance of Mr. 
Bart s pulling the bed cloaths off his ſaid 
Wife, one night, and leaving her without 
any covering, and that her miſtreſs, the 
ſaid Mrs. Hart, had rang her chamber 
bell; and that the ſaid Elizabeth Proſſer 
went into the ſaid chamber, and there 
found her faid miſtreſs, fitting on the ſaid 
F 2 . bed, 
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bed, without any covering of her; und 
that her maſter, the ſaid Mr. Hart was 
fitting in a chair, with all the bed- 
Fryer wra pped about him: and further 
to the ſaid articles, the knows not to de- 


Poſe. 


To the 17h ak 18th ile of the 
laid libel, the depoſes and ſays, that Mr. 
Hart was often angry with his ſaid wife 
becauſe ſhe lay in bed after he got up: 
and further ſhe knows 1 not to depole to the 
laid articles. 


To the roth, 2oth, 21; and 22d arti- 
cles of the ſaid libel, ſhe depoſes and ſays, 
that Mr. Hart very often, and indeed for 
the moſt part, when at his country houſe, 
uſed to ficip himfelf, and change his 
ſhirts, in the ted-chartiber. of the ſald 
Hannah Hickman, and in her pteſence; 
and ſhe, the ſaid Hannah Hickman, uſed 
to aſſiſt him in fo doing: and this depo- 
nent once having occaſion to ſpeak with 
the ſaid Hannali Hickman, went up. to 
ker bed-chamber, and to the beſt of her 
recollection and belief, ſhe found the bed- 
chamber door faſtened, and her maſter, 
| the ſaid Mr. Hart, Was with the faid 
Hannah Pickman,' in the {id room; ad 
the deponent being apprehenfive of offend 


ing 


75. Hurt, EV. 0 


ing tha; went down ſtairs again, as ſoft 
28: ſhe could. And the further faith, that 
dne evening, in the autumn of the year 


1777; the ſaid Hannah Hickman was 
taken ill; and went to bed in her cham- 


ber, in Mr. Hart's houſe, at Holloway; 
and ſoon after ſhe had been in bed, Mr. 
Hart went into her chamber, and "uſked 
her, in a very affectionate manner, how 
ſhe did; and gave orders that he himſelf 
might be called up, in caſe ſhe, the ſaid 
Hannah Hickman, ſhould be worſe in the 
night. That the thinks Mr. Hart took 
ſuch liberties with the ſaid Hannah Hick- 
man, as could only be juſtified from à 
man to his wife 3 and much converſation 
paſſed thereupon, among the ſervants, and 
They all ſeemed of an opinion that a very 


| improper | connection 1ubſifted between 


their maſter, the faid Mr. Hart, and 
the ſaid Hannah Hickman ; and further 


the knows not to depole | to the Aga 


articles, 


To the 234 ond 24th krricled. of the 
Fad libel, he de poſes and ſays, that ſome 
time in the month of October, 177%, Mr. 
Hart, and the faid Hannah tackmay, 
game down to Holloway in the afternoon, 
in Mr. Hatt's carriage, and drank tea 
together, and e together in the 


houſe 


* 
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bank by. themſelves, fam. tea time, ET 
about nine o'clock in the evening, all the 
== ſervants, being in the kitchen, Which is 
| | detached from the faid houſe; and while 
«they were ſo together, this deponent went 
to 1 back door, in order to go into the 
. houſe, and ſhe then found that Mr. 
| lace, and the ſaid Hannah Hickman, had 
1 ocked themſelves in the ſaid houſe. And 
this deponent well knowing that the front 
door was faſtened, and finding that ſhe 
could not get into the houſe, returned to 
the kitchen, and informed Levi Hays, 
| who then lived with Mr. Hart, as his 
| | coachman, of the circumſtance ; and the 
) deponent defired him, to go and try the 
4 door, which he accordingly did, and 
; found the ſame faſtened ;. but in attempt- 
ing. to open it, as he informed this de po- 
nent when he returned, his maſter, the 
ſaid Mr. Hart, called to him from within, 
and aſked 3 what he wanted, but did 
not open the door. That the Apen: 
to ſatisfy her curioſity, afterwards went 
round to the front of the houſe, and faw 
a light in Mr. Hart's bed-chamber, and 
no light, as the took notice of, in any 
other part of the houſe ; and ſhe doth 
therefore , verily believe that. Mr. Hart, 
and the ſaid Hannah Hickman, were to- 
gether 1 in the ſaid bed-chamber ; and ſhe 


is 
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is ſtrongly induced to believe, as well 
from e circumſtance” of their being 
locked in the ſaid houſe alone together, 
and being in the. ſaid bed-chamber toge- 
ther, as from the known! intimacy fubſiſt- 
in between them, that they then 

1 there had the carnal uſe and know 
Ebge of each others bodies, and thereby 
committed adultery together; that they 
afterwards returned to town together in 
the ſame carriage: and further ſhe knows 
not to depoſe to the laid articles. ee 


Pre? 


To the 2 <ih article of the fd übel, 
he depoſes and ſays; that ſome time abvitt 
the latter end of the year 1777, the ſaid 
Hannah Hickman quitted the houſe andfa- 
mily of Mr. Hart, and went to a lodg ing, 
at the houſe of the articulate Catherine 
Houghton, in St. John's-Square, Clerk- 
enwell, which ſaid Catherine Houghton 
had formerly lived as a ſervant with Mr. 
Hart. And the deponent hath heard that 
ſuch lodgings were hired for her by Mr. 
Hart, and that he frequently viſited her 
there: and further to the ſaid article, the 
knows not to depoſe. 


To the twenty-ſixth article of the aid 


libel, ſhe depoſes and ſays, that from 


the houſe of the ſaid Catherine Houghton, 


the 


* 
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the, ſaid Hannah Hickman RIGGS 29 
the deponent was informed, to. the ho 1 
of a Mioemaker, i in the city, and this 2 
ponent hath known Mr. Hart, to. 
garden ſtuff and fruit in his carriage from 


6 5 70 f at a acl 55 a1 it to 
we it 


ik 


' To oh Coat, RY ig of os arr 
ticles of the faid libel, ſhe depaſes and 


ſays, that ſhe thine Mrs. Hart muſt have 


greatly ſuffered, , both in her mind and 
body, from the "continual ill treatment © 

her ad huſband towards her ; and that 
it was owing entirely to her terror and 
apprehenſion of further ill treatment, that 

Mrs. Hart withdrew herſelf from her ſai 

huſband' $ houſe, and put herſelf under the 
care and 1 ot her father and mo- 
ther, with whom ſhe hath ever ſince con- 
tiiued to live. That ſhe, t (oy faid Mrs. 
Hart, hath not ever lived or cohabited 
with her huſband, the ſaid Mr. Hart, 
ſince ſhe left bis houſe, which was ſome 
time in the month of October laſt; and 
referring to what ſhe hath before depoſed, 
and-to, the law, ſhe cannot nike mob 

to the ſaid articles. | 


The 


7 Haft, B. 28 
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"®IT6 the firſt intefrog ato e n{wers, 
that” the roducent Ns. bs did. 4 
time in 10 about the month of October, 
1599, 48 interrogate, without the conſent, 
knowledge, or privity of her huſband, the 

iniſtrant, leave $ houſe one morning 
— two o'clock, in a poſt-coach and 
and went to Dublin, and was ac- 

jo panied by the interrogate Elizabeth 

Profier, her maid ſervant; but the re- 
ſpondent declares, that it was to avoid. 
the ill treatment ſhe the producent con- 
tinually ſuſtained from Mr., Hart and the, 
ſaid Hannah Hickman. That as ſoon as 
Mr. Hart, as ſhe believes, diſcovered 
where his wife, the producent, was, he: 
went, accom anied by Mrs. Spencer, her, 
mother; to ablin to her; and ſometime. 
in or about the middle of the month of 
Nobembet 1777, as interrogate, ſhe, the 
wid Mrs. Hart, returned with the ſaid 
Mt. Haft to his houſe, but it was as ſhe 
belfeves, in conſequence of the ſaid, Mr. 
Hart's h having ' turned” the ſaid: Hannah 
Hickman away from his ſervice, and bs 
Ftomiſing to 5405 better to her; and alſo 
by reaſon that her mother, the faid Mrs. 
| G 


Spencer 
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Spencer interpoſed, and prevailed on her 
ſo to do; and the faid- Mrs. Hart corti- 
nued to live and evhabit: With her aid 


wer,” 


4 J N ISL 2 N 


huſband, as his wife, until on or about 
the month of October laſt, when ſhe was 
again obliged to leave his houſe on ac- 


count of tlie continued 1 treatment ſhe 


received” from him W and further to the 
faid indem eker the N not to an- 


- 


bp? 2. 119 N 1 
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2905 Febr ary, 1. 
7 be Depoſtie 15 Levi Hayes, 7 
LEVI HAYES, now coachman 


| Mr. Bearcroft, of little St. Helens, 3 


Biſhopſgate · ſtreet, London, aged twenty- 
four years and upwards, a witneſs pro- 
duced and ſworn, To the iſt, ad and 
gd articles of the faid libel, and to the 
paper writing, or exhibit, marked *. 


zige A 4 - 4 2 
Jobn Hart, ; Eig. 45 


che letter A, therein pleaded, and exhi- 
bited, he depoſes and ſays, that to the 
beſt of his recollection and belief, as to 
the time, he ſometime in or about the 
month of May, 1776, went to live as 
coachman.. with John Hart, Eſq; and 
Elizabeth Hart, his wife, the parties in 
this cauſe, at their houſe in Thames-ſtreet, 
London, and he continued in their ſer- 
vice, until ſometime in or about the 
month of April laſt, being in all about 
three years; and he further ſaith that 
the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, was and is the 
daughter of John Spencer, Eſq; of Hol- 
loway, in the county of Middleſex, by 
Tabitha Spencer his wife, and the depo- 
nent has every reaſon to believe, that ſhe, 
the ſaid Mrs. Hart, was piouſly, ſoberly, 
and virtuouſly brought up by her faiq pa- 
rents.; that he has heard and believes that 
Mr. Hart was, previous to his marriage 
with his. ſaid. wife, a widower, and that 
ſhe was a ſpinſter, and about eighteen 
years of age; and the exhibit A, being 
now produced and 'ſhewn to him, he 
faith, , that he doth verily believe that 
John Hart, Eſq; and Elizabeth Spencer, 
therein mentioned, and John Hart, Eſq; 
and Elizabeth Hart, formerly Spencer, 
his wife, the parties in this cauſe; and 
John Spencer Eſq; therein mentioned, 
| | G 2 and 
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ant John Spencer, Eſq; the natural and 
law ful father of the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, 
were and are the ſame perſons; and further 
he knows not to * a the . 
e * ec DOA. N90 | 


'To the Foncth 100 fifth. e of the 
faid libel, and to the exhibit. or Paper - 
writing, marked with the letter B, therein 
pleaded and exhibited; he depoſes and ſays 
that Mr, and Mrs. Hart had been mar- 
ried about half a year before he went to 
live with them and he heard they were 
married. at Aldenham church, in the 
county of Hertford ; and the faid exhibit 
B being now produced and ſhewn to him, 
he. faith, that he doth verily believe that 
John Hart, Eſq; and Elizabeth Spencer, 
therein named, and John Hart, Eſq; and 
Elizabeth Hart, formerly Spencer, his 
wife, the parties in this cauſe, were. and 
are the ſame perſons ; and further he 
knows not to depole to the ſaid articles. 


To the fixth article of the aid libel * 
depoſes and ſays, that excepting a ſhort 
time that Mrs. Hart left her ſaid hus- 
band's houſe, and went to Ireland, and 
which Was entirely on account of the ver 
ill uſage ſhe received from her ſaid hus- 
band, and Hannah Hickman, his houſe- 


* 


John Hart, Eg. 


Jived and 'cohabited together, at bed and 
board, as lawful husband and wife, dur- 
ing all the time the deponent continued 
to live with them; and they always own-. 


ed and acknowledged each other for law- - 


ful husband and wife; and they were 
and are ſo commonly accounted to be by 
their relations and others; and further he 
cannot dpa to the Hy: article; 925-910 


To the e < LED 86 the aid libet 
Fe depoſes and ſays, that he thinks the 


aid Mr. Hart is of a very ſurly temper and 


- eruel diſpoſition, with regard to Mrs. 
Hart, his wife;  but-otherwiſe he does * 
look upon him as a bad tempered man: 
that Mrs. Hart is of a very mild, 'obliging,. 
„ temper, and he verily believes of a moſt 


was ſuch as to have every. ſervants good 
word; and during all the time the depo- 

nent lived with them, ſhe conſtantly 8 
haved to Mr. Hart with great attention 
and duty, and ſeemed particularly happy 
whenever Mr. Hart treated her with any. 
degree of kindneſs; and further he Cane; 


not depoſe ip the ſaid oracle, 


iT; o the Sch, 120 and roth cat of 
the laid. libel, he: depoſes and Ms * 


* 


keeper, they the ſaid Mr. and Mrs. Hart 


virtuous diſpoſition; that her behaviour 


> 
* [ 
* o 
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he heard and believes, that Hannah Hick- 
man, by him beforementioned, ſome time 
before, and to the time of the marriage of 
the ſaid Mr. and Mrs, Hart, was in Mr. 
Hart's ſervice, in quality of houſekeeper 3 
and he alſo heard and believes, that it was 
inſiſted upon, ſoon after the ſaid marriage, 
by Mrs. Hart's relations, that Mr. Hart 
ſhould diſcharge the faid Hannah Hick- 
man from his ſervice; and that he pro- 
miſed to do it; but that, being prefſed 
thereupon, he refuſed, and actually re- 
tained her in his family ; and at the time 
the deponent went to live with him, and 
for about two years afterwards, to the 
beſt of his recolle@ion as to the time, the 
faid Hannah Hickman continued to live 
with him, and the faid Mr. Hart kept her 
in his town houſe during the winter, and 
at his country houſe during the ſummer 
ſeaſons, and conſtantly and uniformly _ 
treated her with the utmoſt regard and 
affection, inſomuch that this deponent re- 
marked it before he had been with Mr, 
Hart a week; and they uſed to be fre- 
quently alone together, and to ride toge- 
ther to and from town, ſometimes in the 
carriage, and ſometimes in Mr. Hart's 
whiſkey ; and when at Holloway, they 
very often walked alone. together in the 
garden, and Mr. Hart uſed to-conſult her 


. Wo 


upon the alterations he intended to make 
in his houſe and garden; and there Was 


dhe "greateſt familiarity between khetp, 


= 


8 ot 


much more ſo than th a Pi nopacy 


bim the fad Mr. Hart and his wife; and 
he verily believes it was in conſequence 


of his very great attachment to the fad 


Hannah Hickman, that he uſed his Wife 


ſo exccet ing ill. That the faid Mr, 
Hart frequently forbad her going to ſee 
her father and mother, and her other rela- 
tions, ſo much as ſhe did; and 1 
to turn her out of doors, and uſed to abufe 


F Mr. Hatt, 
ring all the time the deponent Hyed 


with him, almoſt conſtantly. did every 
thing to mortify and diſtreſs her; and 
very often, merely to vex her, Wopid 
knock the fire entirely out, and then if 
ſhe faid any thing, would begin abuſing 
her. And the deponent hath frequently 
ſeen him puſh her by the. ſhoulders, and 
damn her at the ſame time, and fay the 
ought to have her head knocked off; and 
ſo great was the continual ill treatment 


Mrs. Hart received from her ſaid huſband, 
that ſhe became quite melancholy and 


dejected, inſomuch that this deponent and 
the other ſervants were even apprehenſive 


of her 'making away with herſelf : and 


further he cannot depoſe to the faid arti 


cles. To 
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Jerohe 1, 17h en articles of 
th hid liel he' depeſte ant fiys, that 
M#= Hart is ont of hs: #derthen of the 
city of London, that oe remembers 19 104 


told by the Tervants; bf everat eircüm 


ſtattces of Nr? Hart's unaecountabſe "hears 
ment of his ſaid wife, as they Ha 
particularly chat when Mrs. Hart Had 805 ; 
or three gentlemen at his houfe to dit 
with him, in Thames-ſtrecet, that he 
roſe up; While at dinner, ina Very gteat 
paſſion,” and forced His far" wife ron 
table; and put her out of the rom: and 
further be Know] l not to belies to. the, 
— nnn Alben 
To the 1 Ab Wy 4h 17th” 400 
18th! — of the faid libel he depoſes 
and ſays, that he well remembers the cir- 
cumſtance of the dog being left, and it 
was in the ſummer time; and ſhe the ſaid 


Hannah Hickman complained to Mr. 


Hart of its being left, who thereupon 
N in à great paſſion and abuſed 

Hart very much about it,” and ſaid, 
he was ſure be had cauſed the dog to be 
left, 'becauſe it was a favonrite/ of his 
girl's, a term he, for the moſt part, made 
uſe of when he had occafion to ſpeak of 
the ſaid Hannah Hickman'; and he de- 


Clated, becauſe his girl was fond of the 


dog, 


Yohn Hart, . 31 


an. he would give:a reward of 20 guineas 
to whogyer heul 5 1 means Aude 
5 nor e then uſed words to the ſame - 
775 5 e furt er laith; that on an even 
ing in the ſummer of the ycar ez eit 
went in his 1 Bog to his houſe at Hol- 
loway,, and j juſt he arrived he ſaw Mes, 
Hart returning 1 her father's houſe, 
which is not far from Mr. Hart's, on the 
other ſide of the way; and he immediate 
ly flew into a great paſſion and abuſed het. 
very much, and puſhed her with the point 
of. his cane all the way along till ſhe got 
into the houſe, and he then ſhoved her 
with his hand; that Mrs. Hart appeared 
very much frightened, and ran up ſtairs 
into her own room, where her maid was; 
and the ſaid Mr. Hart followed her thi- . 
ther, abuſing her in the groſſeſt manner 3 
and he then, as the maid told the deponent, 
immediately afterwards. caught hold of a 
ane 9 855 was tied round her neck 
ulled it ſo hard that he broke it: 
41 che maid ſaid, the. thought her miſ- 
treſs,. the ſaid Mrs. 2 would have 
been ſtrangled, and otherwiſe uſed. her 
exceedingly. ill; and becauſe the maid 
(whoſe name is Elizabeth Proſſer) inter- 
poſed, he ſhoved her out of the room, 
and {wore he would diſcharge her. That 


a. * the ff he lived with Mr, x 


art 


ov my id 5 one e—n—_ _ 
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2 Hart he the Gid Mr. Hart ſeemed to take 
all pleuſure in finding fault with and abu- 
ling his faid wife upon the leaſt occafions, 
was even it in endeav ouring to 
Hn@out occafions that he might have ſome 
excuſe for ill - treating her; and further to 
: the iS articles! he erer e re 
Sri D . 4 1049 DDP | 
2 Tothe'rgth, oth; 2rft-and/224 arti- 
cles of the faid Hbel; he depoſes and ſays, 
that Mr. Hart took very unbecoming li- 
berties with the faid Hannah Hickman, 
and he uſed, for the moſt part, to ſtrip 
bhimſelf - and change his thirts in her bed- 
ehhmber and in her preſence; and ſhe 
the 'faid Hannah Hickman uſed to affiſt 
him in ſo doing; and they uſed to faſten 
the door of the faid bed- chamber and re- 
train alone together a conſiderable time, 
and it was the ſubject of much converfa- 
tion among the ſervants, Who all ſeemed 
_ convinced in their een minds, as was the 
deponent, that there was a very improper 
connection between them. That ſoon 
after he went to live with Mr. Hart, he 
the ſaid Mr. Hart one evening complained 
of the tooth· ach and retired to his 'cham- 
ber, and went to bed at his houſe in 
Thames Street, and deſired that the ſaid 
Hannah Hickman might attend him, and 
me attended him accordingly; and, as the 


= 
s Wa 


ene was, in or ah mer 
morning by the maids, and as he verily 
1 the ſaĩd Mr. Hart and Han- 
nah Hickman remained together alone in 
the ſaid hed- chamber during all the night. 
That one evening, about à year after the 
laſt- mentioned tranſaction, the ſaid Han- 
nah Hiekman was taken ill and went to 
hed in her dhambet at the houſe at Hol- 
loway,: and Mr. Hort went up with her 
and ſtaid ſome time with ber, andi gare 
orders that he * be called up himſelf 
in caſe the ſaid Hannah Hickman ſhould 
be worſe in the night. That Mer Hart 
frequently got up before: his wife zn ahe 
morning, at their houſe at Holloway, and 
uſed to go into the chamber of the ſaid 
Hannah Hickman, when ſhe has beg in 
bed, and temain with her ſome time. 
And the deponent has frequently ſeen Mr. 
Hart through the windows in the bed- 
chamber, and has {cen him throw up the 
ſaſh ; and the deponent hath ſeen him at 
ſuch times in his ſhirt and night-cap, 
and, as he verily believes, without any 
other clothes on; and the deponent knows 
it was; for the moſt part the cuſtom of the 
ſaid Mr. Hart to dreſs. himſelf entirely in 
the bed-room: of the ſaid Hannah Hick- 
man, and while ſhe; has been in bed or 
juſt riſing — the argon 
2 as 


- all the reaſon, in the, warkdito REN 


that at ſome of fugh- times he the ſaid Mr. 
Hart was earnally acquainted? with the 


a geit nt 


"Nai Hannah: Hickmag, and thereby com- 


mitted the crime of -adultery;withcHer ; 
and Forther the knows not to depoſe to the 


| id artigles. it bor stel ad once 


95 A enen e 2 felt. 


'; "T9. Aba In d. and 24th artieles of the 


Maid: libel cs Frogs and ſays,” that on 


riday, in the year 17, about 
four or five o clock in the aftetnoon; the 
ſaid Hannah Hickman being in her bed- 
chamber at Mr. Hart's houſe in Thames 
Street, he the ſaid Mr. Hart went into 
her « hed-chamber to her, and they remain- 

ed alone together a ronfidecablo:t time; and 

er! ſo, continued together this de- 

t out of curioſity and to ſatisfy him- 

elf, though he had no doubt in his own 

mind but that there was a eriminal inter- 


_ -. courſe between them, went up the back 


ſtairs to 4; door of the ſaid bed- chamber, 
which was always kept faſtened; and this 
— dep onent omg at the ſaid door about 
e during which time he heard 
Mr. Hart and the Tad Hannah Hickman 
talk together, though not to diſtinguiſh 


What hes ids; ſhe heard a kind of a 


ruſtling _ a ſhaking of the bedſtead in 
the Bid: m And he 2 


| 55710. | 
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tubs ebaldicticebiiicne that at Tath time 


Mr. Hat und Hannah Hickman had the 


- carnal aſc and knowledge of each other's 
bodies and thereby committed adultery. 
Phat this deponent plainly faw the ſaid 
Mer: Hart go into the ſaid Hannah Hiek- 
man's bed- chamber, and like wiſe ſaw him 
ſhut the window-ſhutters upon going — 
and ſthetefbre is certain as.to His being in 
_ theiroom/ while he the deponent took at 
the door and "liſtened, and this t 
afterwards ſav gen come down ſtalrs .. 
2 JS! i- 0 LIL ELLE HE - ick, 
And he further faith, that in'the4ftet= 
„ei of a day happening i in the autumm of 
the ſame year to this, the deponent took 
Mr. Hart and the faid Hannah Hiekman 


in the carriage, from town to Holloway ; 


and they, the ſaid Mr. Hart and Hannah 
Hickman, drank tea together, and con- 
tinued in the houſe: together by them- 
ſelves, from tea time, until about nine 

ob clock in the evening (all the ſervants 
being in the kitchen, which is detached 
from the houſe); and while they ſo re- 
mained together, his fellow witneſs, 
Mary Turnbull, who then lived With Mr. 
Hart, as his cook, at his houſe at Hol- 


to gol into the houſe, but found that Mr. 
ee and the ſaid Hannah Hickman,” had 


locked | 


loway, went to the back door, in order 


* 


8 fell „ 
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70 locked Sn let in the faid houſe Band 


che ſaid Mary Turnbull, well knowing 
that the front deer was faſtened and 
finding ſhe could not get into the ſaid 
Hhouſe returned to che kitchen, und int 
forined the deponentof the cireumſtances 
That this deponent then went himiſelf, 
and attempted to open the ſaid back door 
in doing which, he made a noiſe, and the 
fid Mr. Hart called to him from within; 
| and aſked him what he wanted; and the 
t told him that he wanted to go 
to bed; but Mr, Hart told him to go and 
put his horſes to, for that he meant to go 
to town" that ni That this deponent 
dues verily believe, ** the ciroumſtances 
of their locking themſelves in the aid 
nouſe, and from the light which was ob- 
ſerved by the ſaid Mary Turnbulhito be 
in Mr. Hart' « be:ohanbes, and. no where 
elſe in the houſe; that they had then been 
carnally knowing each other, and thereby 
had commi ried} ad together: and 
further to the an ny ye Jet 
I 0, Gant wWw!ly envy 
Do OTE rant 
To the A 126th, eb, ent dave 
articles of tlie ſaid libel, he depoſes and 
ſays,” that ſome time about Lord'Mayor's. 
ay; in the year 17% the ſuid Hannah 
* quitted the houſe and family of 


Mr, 


* 
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Mr. Hart, Act 10 a lodging at kl 
| houſe of one Catheriſie Ho 9 in dt: 
Jobo's-Square, Gerede in the county 
of Middleſex, provided for her by Mr. 
Hart, WhO erte to pay for the fame, 
as the ſaid : Qatharine Houghton (who had 
formerly lived as Lady's maid with Mrs. 
Hart) informed him, the deponent; and 
the faid Hannah Hickman remained at 
the faid lodgings for ſome months, and 
during all that time, Mr. Hart viſited 
her there. That from the houſe of the 
faid- Cath. Houghton, Mr. Hart removed 
the ſaid Hannah Hickman to a lodging, 
provided for her by him, at a ſnoe- makers, 

in the Old Jewry, where. ſhe continued 
for ſometime; and Mr: Hart uſed con- 
ſtantly to viſit her there, and to carry her 
fruit and garden-ſtuff,' in his carriage, 
from his garden at Holloway. And this 
de ponent hath frequently ſet him dou at 
the end of the Old Jewry. That fromm 
thence he took another King. in Wat- 
ling- ſtreet, whete ſſie continued for ſome 
time, and where tlie ſaid Mr. Hart fre. 
quently viſited her, and which the de- 
ponent leatnt from the foot- boy who 
Waited upon them at ſuch lodgings; and 
the foot- boy alſo informed him that His 
maſterꝭ the faid Me, Hart, frequently 
ſtaid and * With the: Gd Hannah 
* img? 1 JT Micke 
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cafe and p 
ther, in ge on to avoid his all treatment: 


| 2 . for any woman. to bear; 
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8 5 Te ae, 
Himes, at uch Bis 


laſtly A. chat that he heard/a 8 5 
Nx. Hart withds W -herſelf rom the 
ouſe of the aid Mr. Hart, about three 


months ago, and put herſelf under the 
trotect ion . her father and wo- 


which, the deponent verily thinks 1. 44 
6 
aß believe that ſhe, the Gig Mrs. 

* 2 ſince ſhe ſo left: his houſe, 
lived and cohabited with him: and fur- 
ther he Kos not to n 10 the an 
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mini/tered in 1 of the. lad e 
2 er in this cauſe. 


* 0 the felt i interrogatory, he, anfivere,. 
that the producent . ſometime in or about 
the cb of October 1977, as interro= 
gate, with the conſent, ow ledge, or 
privity, as he verily believes of Mr. Hart, 
went away in the middle of tha night, 


from his houſe, in a poſt-chaiſe and four, 


and went to Dublin, but it was to eſcape 
from the cruel uſage ſhe continually ſuſ- 
tained from Mr. Hart, which the — 2 
nent verily thinks, it was almoſt out of 
the. ue ue W to e 7 os | 
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thad dress Bltaaborh Proſfet, at. 
tended Her up on ſuch: "expe tien? 
that Mr. Hart, accompani | ff 
Spencer, the tiother of Mrs: Hart, — 
to Dublin for her, and ſometime in or 
about the middle of the month of No. 
vember 17 as in ate, the, he 
ſaid Mrs. Hart, returned with the ſaid © 
Mr. Hart; to his houſe; and eontinued to 
live and obhabit with him as His wife, 
until on or about the month of October 
laſt, as he verily believes; but it was in 
conſequence * Mr. Hart's promiſing to 
behave better to her, and upon condition, 
that he ſhould part with the faid Hannah > 
Hickman, which the deponent believes 
he had done, before he went to Dublin, 
or at leaſt he had cauſed her to leave his 
houſe upo n that occaſion, ' though he fill - | 
kept 5 8 a ſecret correſpondence with _ 


* the unnd. inbeerugandry, the reſt: 
pondent anſwers, that he was coachman 
to the ſaid Mr. Hart; that the bed- 
chamber of the ſaid Hannah Hickman, 
wherein he has depoſed, that Mr. Hart, 
as he verily and in his conſcience believes, 
had committed adultery. with the ſaid 
Hannah Hickman, on Good Friday, in the 
year 17, is next to a room called the 


rediroom, and up two pair of ſtairs from 
I | the 


. 


oy 
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the ground floor, as he now beſt remem- 
bers, and joins: the ware-houſe, - that 
there are two doors, between that part 
of the houſe- on which he ftood to liſten, 

and the faid bed-chamber, in which Mr. 
Hart, and -the ſaid Hannah ' Hickman 
were, and he was on the outſide of both 
the ſaid doors, that the inſide door is a 
thick ſtrong door, and the other a com- 
mon wainſcot one; that he believes the 
inſide door to be about the thickneſs of 
an inch; that the ſaid doors open diffe- 
rent ways, but the deponent cannot tell 
the diſtance of the ſaid doors from each 
other, having never ſeen them opened, 
but imagities they cannot be above three 
inches diſtance from each other; that it 
was impoſſible for him, the reſpondent, 

in the ſituation he was then in, to ſee 
the ſaid Mr. Hart and Hannah Hickman, 

or either of them, but by clearing the bot- 
tom of the outer door with his knife, 
and inſerting his knife underneath, which 
rather heaved up the door from the bot- 
tom, and by applying his ear cloſe there- 
to, he plainly heard a talking, though not, 

to diſtinguiſh what was ſaid; and he alſo 
could plainly hear a kind of ruſtling, and 
ſhaking of the bedſtead; that he did not 
after he had quitted his liſtening place, 
meet-the interrogate William Taylor and 

i 85 William 
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- William FIG, or . of them; but he 
remembers that he had blacked his face, 
by putting it cloſe to the ground, in 
order to liſten; and ſome of the ſervants 
told him of it; but he did not then 
mention how it hap ened, or what: he 
had heard; but he afterwards mentioned 
it to the cook, who ſaid the ſaw her 
maſter, the ſaid Mr. Hart, go up: ſtairs, 
and gueſſed what he was going about, 
or to that effect, thereby meaning that 
he, the faid Mr. Hart, had gone up > nies 
to che faid Hannal Hickman; in order to 
have the carnal uſe and knowledge of her 
body; and the reſpondent ſoon after 
mentioned the above circumſtance to the 
other ſervants, but never declared he had 
not heard any thing, or to that effect. 
And further or otherwiſe he knows not to 
anſwer to the ſaid interrogatory. 0 


LEVI HAYES. 
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©" JOSEPH FINNEY, : of Aldenham, 


in the county of Middleſex, Gentleman, 
aged fifty-eight years, a witneſs pro- 
duced and ſworn. To the firſt and ſe- 
cond articles of the ſaid libel he de- 


bo and ſays, that he has known 


Elizabeth Hart (wife of John + Hart, 
Eſquire) the producent in this cauſe, 
from her infaney, and ſhe was and is the 


daughter of John Spencer, of the pariſh 


of St. Mary, Iſlington, in the county of 


Middleſex, Eſquire, by Tabitha Spencer, 


his wife, with both of whom he bath 


been intimately acquainted a great many 
years, and he ſo became acquainted with 
them by their living in the neighbour- 
hood of this deponent; that the ſaid Eli- 


rabeth Hart was piouſly, ſoberly, virtu- 


ouſly and tenderly brought up and edu- 
cated by her ſaid parents; and this depo- 


nent verily thinks her of a very mild, ob- 
liging temper, and as he verily believes 
of a meek, modeſt and virtuous diſpoſi- 


tion; and he further ſaith, that ſome 


time about the middle of the month of 


October, in the year 1777, Mrs. . 
9 tho 
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the mother of Mrs. Hart, ſent a meſſage 
to him the deponent, requeſting to 155 
him in the morning of the next day, at 
the ſartſe time acquainting him that Mrs. 
Hart had left her huſband, and that he 
the ſaid Mr. Hart was to be with her the 
next morning about it. That the depo- 
nent on the morning of the next day, 
being Sunday, accordingly called upon 
the faid Mrs. Spencer, at her houſe at 
Aldenham aforeſaid,” and there faw the 
faid Mr. Hart, the husband of the ſaid 
Mrs. Hart, and a nephew of the ſaid 
Mr. Hart's,” by name William Taylor, 
was with him; that a converſation then 
took place between Mrs. Spencer, Mr. 

Hart and this deponent, reſpecting Mrs. 
Hart, the wife of him the ſaid Mr. Hart; 
and the deponent aſked him, whether he 

bad any thing to fay againſt his wife's 
chaſtity? and Mr. Hart made anſwer, 
no; he would do her that juſtice that he 
believed her a very virtuous woman. That 
the deponent then taxed him with hav- 
ing uſed his wife, the ſaid Mrs, Hart, 
very ill and with keeping a woman of a 
bad character in his houſe; and the ſaid 
Mr. Hart, in reply, ſaid, he muſt ac- 
knowledge he had been guilty of a fault; 
and afterwards this deponent, Mr. Hart, 
and the faid William Taylor went into a 
T2 room 
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room by themſelves, and Mr. Hart re- 
queſted this deponent to uſe his influence 
with Mrs. Spencer that ſhe would let his 
wife come back again, for that Lord 
Mayor's Day was very near, and it would 
hurt his reputation very much if his wife 
Was not to appear with him on that day; 
and he then promiſed to diſcharge Han- 
nah Hickman, his houſekeeper, from his 
ſervice within a week, and agreed to en- 
ter into an obligation in the penalty of 
zool..to Mrs. Spencer that he would diſ- 
charge her in that time; and further he 
knows not to depoſe to the ſaid artigles, 
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The Depoſition of John Wealbier: 


JOHN WEELBIER, of Old Bond- 
Areer, in the pariſh of t. George, Ha- 
nover-ſquare, in the county of Mid- 
dleſex, gentleman, aged about nineteen 
Years, To the fifth article of the ſaid 
libel he depoſes and ſays, that the parch- 
ment writing or exhibit now ſhewn to 
him marked with the letter B, was and 
is a true copy or extract of an original 
entry in the regiſter book of marriages, 
kept for the pariſh of Aldenham in the 
county of Hertford, and does agree there- 
with. And the deponent, on the fourth _ 
of November, in the year 1779, carefully 
examined the parchment writing or ex- 
hibit, now ſhewn to him with the origi- 
nal entry in the ſaid regiſter book, then in 
the cuſtody of the Rev. Robert Dolling, 
the viear of the. ſaid pariſh, and found 
the ſame to agree therewith ; and from 
what he hath heard, he doth verily be- 
lieve that John Hart, Eſq; and Elizabeth 
Spencer, therein named; and John Hart 
and Elizabeth Hart, formerly Spencer, 
his wife, the parties in this cauſe, were 
and are the ſame perſons. 


JOHN WEELBIER. 


. Trial of 


| 2 N bet; buy Merch, a 
The Depoſition of Tabitha Sperr. 


TABITHA. SPENCER, of Upper- 
Holloway, in the pariſh of St: Maryy 
Iſlington, in the county of Middleſex, 
widow, aged forty-nine- years, produced 
and ſworn. To the firſt article of the 
faid libel ſhe depoſes and fays, that the 


ter of John Spencer, late of the pariſh 
of St. Mary, Iflington, aforeſaid, E 
deceaſed, by this deponent his laws 
ful wife, and was 5 ſoberly, vir- 
tuouſly and tenderly. brought up 1 
educated by her ald father. . 


To the ſecond and third articles of the 
faid libel, and to the exhibit, or p by 
writing, marked with the letter (A), 
therein pleaded and exhibited, and now 
— and ſhewn to the deponent, ſhe 
faith that ſoon after Eaſter, in the year 
1775, John Hart, Eſq; the huſband of 
the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, this deponent's 
daughter (being free, as this deponent 
verily believes, from all matrimonial con- 
tracts and engagements) did make his ad- 
dreſſes to the {laid Elizabeth Hart, then 

Elizabeth 


faid Elizabeth Hart was and is the daugh= 


* 
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Elizabeth Spencer, ſpinſter, a minor of 
the age of ä years and upwards, 
(but * the age of twenty one years) 
whB§ X was alſd free from all matrimonial 
contracts and engagements; and did re- 
ceive the courtſhip and addreſſes of the 
faid John Hart, with the privity of her 
father, the ſaid John Spencer, and did 
conſent to be matried to the faid John 
Hart; and on or about the 24th of Au- 
guſt following, as the deponent verily © 
believes, the ſa 10 John Hart did apply for 
and obtain a licence from Doctors Com- 
mons for ſoelemnizing the ſaid marriage 
between the ſaid John Hart and the faid 
Elizabeth Hart (then Elizabeth Spencer, 
ſpinſter) in the pariſn church of Alden- 
ham, in the county of Hertford, by and 
with the conſent of this deponent s ſaid 
huſband, the father of the ſaid Elizabeth 
Hart; and now carefully inſpecting the 
faid © exhibir, marked A, ſhe faith, the 
doth "verily believe the ſame to be à true 
copy of the affidavit made by the ſaid 
John Hart and John Spencer, to obtain 
the aforeſaid licence; and that all and 
fingular the contents of the ſaid exhibir- 
were aid are true, and that all things 
were ſo had and done as are therein con- 
tained, as ſhe the ſaid de ponent verily be- 
liesse That the aid exhibit appears 
ES K * | 
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ügned b Thomas Callins, n regiſter, 


as articulate; and that John Hart, Eſq; 
and Elizabeth Spencer, therein mentioned, 
and John Hart, Eſq; and Elizabeth Hart 


| (formerly Spencer) his wife, and John 
Spencer, 'Eſq;' therein mentioned, and 


John Spencer, Eſq; tlie natural and Jaw-= 
ful father of the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, 
were and are the ſame perſons. 


Too the fourth and fifth articles of the 
id libel,” and to the exhibit, or parch- 


ment writing, marked with the letter B, 
therein pleaded and eſtabliſhed, and now 
produced and ſhewyn to the deponent, ſhe 
faith, that on or about the ſecond of Sep- 
tember, in the ſaid year 1775, the ſaid 
John Fart, Eſq; and Elizabeth Hart, 
then Elizabeth Spencer, were, by virtue 
of the aforeſaid licence, lawfully: joined 
together i in holy matrimony, according to 
the rites and ceremonies of the church of 
England, as by law eſtabliſhed, in the pa- 
riſh church of Aldenham aforeſaid, by the 
rev. Joſiah Piſturnell, clerk, a prieſt or mi- 
Diſter, as ſhe verily believes, in holy orders 
of the church of England, and who was 
then the ſaid John Hart's own chaplain ; 
he the ſaid John Hart being then one of 
the ſheriffs of the city of London: and 
the ſaid Joſiah Diſturnell then and there 
oronounced them to be lawful * 
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and 1 d and the ſaid marriage was fo 
had and folemnized by and with the con- 
ſent of John Spencer, Eſq; the natural 
and lawful fa of the faid Elizabetn 
Hart: and the deponent now carefull 
inſpecting the fri. exhibit, marked 
faith ſhe doth | verily. believe the ſame to 
be and contain a true copy of the entry 
of the marriage of them the ſaid John 
Hart and Elizabeth Hart; and that the 
ſame hath been duly extracted from the 
regiſter- book of marriages, kept for the 
ſaid pariſh of Aldenham, and agrees there- 
with and that all and ſingular the con- 
tents of the ſaid exhibit were and are true; 
that all things were ſo had and done, as 
therein contained, and that JohnHart, Eſq; 
Elizabeth Spencer, therein named, and 
John Hart and Elizabeth Hart, the par- 
ties in this cauſe, were and are the lame 
| perſons. 5 1: | 
To the ſixth 8 5 2 of 5 ſaid libel, 
ſhe depoſes and ſays, that from, and im- 
mediately after the ſolemnization of the | 
ſaid marriage, _ the ſaid John Hart, — 
and Elizabeth Hart, his wife, lived and 1 
cohabited together, at bed ard board, as 4 
' lawful huſband and wife, and ſo lived and | 
 cohabited together, at the houſes of the 
ſaid John Hart, in Thames-ſtreet, Lon- 
Gangs and at Holloway, in che pariſh of 
| K 2 Iſlington, 


| Hflington, in the Ae * b Middleſex; 
and they ſo continued to ho Live and cohabit 
1 her: until the faid Elizabeth Hart was 
obliged to leave, and did leave, the faid 
John Fart, by reaſon of the many cruel- 
hies, by him; the ſaid John Ba. com- 
mitted, and unjuſtly inflicted, on the ſaid 
Elizabeth Hart, his wife; and alſo by 
kreaſon of the adultery, by him the ſaid 
| John Hart committed and during all the 
time the ſaid John Hart and Elizabeth 
Hart io lived and cohabited together, at 
the ſeveral places aforeſaid, they conſtant- 
1y, and upon all occaſions, LIED and 
acknowledged each other as and far law- 
ful huſband and wife, and were and are 
Jo commonly accounted, reputed, and 
taken to be, byt their relations, neighbours, 
friends, acquaintance, and a Te” 


To the ſeventh article of the laid libel, 
; ſhe depoſes and. ſays, that Sh looks upon 
= fad John Hart as a perſan of a yoley 
_ _ _morole, ſurly, cruel,. e 
and diſpoſition. That the ſaid Elizabeth 
Hart was, and is a perſon of an exceeding 
mild, obliging tempcr,. and of a very mo- 
deſt and virtuous carriage and diſpofition; 
and during all the time the faid John Hart 
and Elizabeth Hart lived and cohabited 


e the ſaid Elizabeth Hart con- 
fant, 


* 


Yohn Hart, , . | 
Aantly, as this deponent verily believes, 


behaved to the ſaid John Hart in a very 
_  peaceable, | virtuous, and 


him; and was even, ho this at 
venly. thinks, A Hays to h us Vanper, 1 


'To the eighth nad ningh "articles of 2 
ſaid libel; che depoſes and fays, that for 
ſeveral years before, and to the time 5 
the marriage of the ſaid Jahn Hart, an 
Elizabeth Hart, the ſaid John Hart ke 
and retained in his family and ſervice, 


manage his domeſtic affairs. That pre- 
vious t the ſaid marriage, this 

and her daughter, the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, 
ſeveral times called at the houſe of the aid 
John: Hart, in 'Thames«ftreet, aforelaid ; 
and at , ſome or one of thoſe times, 
the ſaid Hannah. Hickman ' behaved ina 
very inſolent manner to this deponent, and 
her ſaid daughter, and took very unbe- 
coming liberties with them; and "the ob- 


ſerved ſhe made very free with the faid 


John Hart, in dictatigg to him, and 
giving her opinion; and her whole be- 


baviour was ſuch; as to make it highly 
_ improper for her to remain in the family | 


of the ſaid John Hart, 'after his marriage 
Dr laid wife ; and Ui deponent. and 


her 


* 
0 \% 


irreproachable 
manner z and made it her ſtudy to oblige 


55 


articulate Hannah e who uſed to 
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ber fila: daughter, a little before the ſaid 
marriage; had ſome converſation with the 
faid John Hatt,” teſpecting the faid Han- 
nah Hickman; and he then promiſed 
that he would diſcharge the ſaid Hannah 
Hickman from his ſervice, in about a 
| week after his ſaid marriage. That ac- 
eordivgly, about*#' week after the mar- 
riage of the ſaid John Hart, and Elizabeth 
Hart, Mr. Spencer, her father, aſked him 
whether he had diſcharged the ſaid Han- 


nah Hickman 3 ere the ac Jaha Hart 


this Sock pa wie Fed e berſelf 
rather warmly to the ſaid John Hart, upon 
His breach of promiſe; but the ſaid John 
Hart, notwit ſtanding, perſiſted in re- 
fuſing to part with the ſaid Hannah Hick. 

n aki, in truth, retained her in his 
many until hereinafter mentioned: That 
he kept her in his town houſe during 
the winter, and at bis country houſe, 
during the ſummer ſeaſons; and he uni- 
formly treated her as a perſon for whom he 
had a ſingular regard and affection; and 
the faid John Hart, and Hannah Hickman, 
uſed, as this deponent was informed, and 
vefily believes, to be very often alone to- 
gether, and to ride together in the fame 
carriage, from the town and country 
* „ 


Fe Hort, lh. 7 
houſes of the ſaid John Hart; and the de- 
ponent thinks ſhe has ſeen tliem ſet off in 


the . my N e to 
town. 0 FEN * 


To Fas its ud * PI of: the 
ſaid libel, ſhe depoſes and ſays, that ſoon 
after the marriage "of the ſaid! John Hart, 
with the faid Elizabeth Hart, in conſe- ö 
quence, (as this deponent verily believes) | 1 
of his attachment to the faid Hannah | 
Hickman, he began to uſe his ſaid wife 

very ill: and the deponent verilythinkshe 
cContinually exerted his endeavours to mor- 

tify, diſtreſs, and torment her; and ſo 
continued to do, till ſhe was compelled } 
to leave him, as hereinakeer i is mentioned, 9 


That this deponent well remembers that he 
once obliged her to walk from Holloway, 
to his houſe in Thames-ſtreet; and the 
feet of the ſaid Elizabeth Hart thereby 
became very 
deponent hath heard and believes, that the 
ſaid John Hart hath often | extinguiſhed 
the fires, by which his ſaid wife fat, when - 
it has been exceeding cold; and the de- 
ponent, when ſhe Ti called upon her ſaid 
daughter, at the houſe of the ſaid John 
Hart, hath frequently ſeen the fire very 
low, when it hath been very cold ; and 
$74 : one 


R Y 25 * c 
ci ths e ive hah Rip 6 
che fab Joh Hart, that rather tha Ker 
ick dzaghter mould Have ſe Attle Hre, 
the would ſend Him a" chaldron©bf ca, 
Tor ner uſe.” That the "deponetit Fat 
often heard the faĩd John Hart ubüſe 
* faid wife very-much'; and once the 
oth, him threaten to knock her down. 
That the ſaid John Hart is one of the 
Aldermen of London; and on Lord 
Mayor's day next follow "the "ſay 
\ as "the" deponent hath” hear 
ant verily” believes, the id Jotin' Hark 
Went home to his houſe in Thinyes-ftreer, 
Hite in the evening, and there found Fans 
Evans,” wife of Ebenezer Evans, the 
fitter of the fad Elizabeth "Hurt, and 
4 gentleman in company with her; and, 
xx {00n as the ſaid had Evans andthe 
Senken "were gone, the ſaid John 
Hart put  himfelf Into. a great patlivn, 
aud abuſed his wife very much; and at- 
tempted to ſtrangle her, and then beit 
her with his walking cane; and took 
his fword, and drew part of it out of the 
ſeabbard; and when the ſaid Elizabeth 
Hart was upon her knees, he "competed 
her to 'fwear ſhe Would not admit her 
- Father, mother, or any othet of her re 
Hitions;”into' his hoüſe; and "that "ſhe 
would not go to ſee them: that this de- 


ponent 


ve Her, Bl = 


nt FORE the aboye · mentioned Cir- 
ue from the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, 

a few days afterwards, when ſhe came 
down to Holloway; and this deponent 
alſo made enquiries, of ſome of the ſaid 
John Hart's ſervants, reſpecting it, who 
confirmed every thing that the ſaid Eli- 
zabeth Hart had told the deponent; par- 
ticulacly her fellow witneſs Catherine 8 

0 F e (who then lived with the ſaid 
Elizabeth Hart as lady's maid) told her, 
that . ſhe heard her miſtreſs's (meaning 

, the faid Mrs. Hart) ſhrieks, while ſhe was. 

up two pair of ſtairs: that the faid Eli- 
zabeth Hart, When the deponent firſt law. 
her after the above- mentioned tranſac- 
tions, appeared very low, ill, and dejected, 

and had loſt all her colour; and, from 
that time, the ſaid Elizabeth Hart al- 
ways ſeemed to live in great terror and 

7 rehenſion of the faid John Hart. 

— t the faid John Hart ſeldom ſeemed 

E at this deponent's going to ſee 
daughter, the ſaid Elizabeth Hart, 

and hath very often deſired the deponent 
DEV, to come again. And the deponent 
hath: heard, 3 verily believes, that he 
uſed frequen ly. to forbid. his wife going 4 
to. ſee the ponent, and her other xelay... 
tions, or to have MOR, correſpandenes. 

with Fee, 5 fied 9 $71 1 n Sf 1 
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twelfth of — 8 1 5 this depo 
5 


— a violent Pena and, without 297 


56 . WN 


—FTothetwefth arti icle of tlie ſaid 116877 
ſhe depoſes and ſays _ h or abour' the 


bent, ſuppedat the h the faick TAs 

„ in "Thanes-ftreet, with the fat 

Jotin Hart and his Wife; ald after my 
to while they Were ſitting to gether, and 

man ferent 5 the ſaĩd 

art ſaddenly ſtarted Nell bis chair, 


apparent cauſe, for they Were, the ve 
motnent before, talkin very "friendly to= 
gether, ſeized his wife, and beat her Head 
ſeveral times againſt the chimney- piece, 
and then puſhed” her about the 5 
and,” becauſe this deponent remonſtrated 
with him; he then began puſhing, the” 
deponent about the room; and the fait 
Hannah Hickman hearing, as the — 2 
nent imagines, a great noiſe and buſtle, 
came into the room, and the ſaid John 
Hart, being nearly exhauſted by his 4585 


lence and paſſion, flung Himſelf into 4 


chair, and fell back, and appeared as if 
be Was fainting; and the faid Hannah 
Hickman, at his defire, brought — . 4 
glaſs” of water to ene that he mip 


refreſh himſelf: that che 1. 8. 10 
afſigned by the ſaid John f Ack 


his 8 Us? conduct, 259 that Hs 


laid wife, while in converſation, Had ut. 


tered 


. 4 22 


e ſaid 
- offence. debate fab 
art. appeared. 
beth ar at ſuch. 
emed, for two h 1 4 iy 
| 5 Ne he 1 cnn, tay 
ether the 5 
[Har Same, brui 
and oY Oured, upon that, 6c+ 
2 oY the did not. 8 5 y notice 
eh Mike were 7 but the depo 
b REN ow 3 85 head; mut 
e violence wi 
Which the a 1 r. Hart n 8 
a * e 3 
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19 8 the thirteenth article wt the id 
Übel, ſhe deppſes and ſays, chat he well 
remembers E 1040. lame — in the 

= of. the {aid it 5705 by her 1 
| 152 witneſs, E 3 


ived with = 15 Me os berge 
two. after, and the ſame _ 
2 5 55 Ho [MN Ra ' when. the. den 
ponent * ie. That the. ſaid Mr. 


ing at dinner toget 


and les. Hug being _ 


arr. . . „ 


* 
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wich ſome company „ ine Bid Mt. Hart, 
: foddefily becathe e Ari the con 
Dimſelf in a great . edi 
bad names, and Sade Ker quit 
rom; but that Mrs. Ha not Ane 
Aiately rifing from her chair; the aid Mr. 
Hart aroſe from table; and ſaddejly; pulled 
the chair from under her, by Which 
means ſhie fell upon the floor; and when 
he had recbvered herſelf, and got up 
| e. then the ſaid Mr. Hartpuſhed 
or about the room; and at laſt, puſhed 
; her out of the room, and ſhut the door 
apainſt her; or the the ſaid Elizabeth 
Profler gave this deponent an account of 

the above-mentioned tranfacfton'1 in words 

to'the ſame effect. 19 D 5 2 

| 20 Na 9 2 

7 the fourteenth article, of he aid 

libel ſhe depoſes and ſays, chat che well 
© remembers her n tie” faid Eliza- 

beth Hart, being very | uncafy about the 

loſs of a dog which had Þeen kept in 

Mr. Hart's family; and that ſhe was ap- 

prehenſive Mr. Hart would be angry a- 

bout it; and, hen te deponent next 

Naw her "ſaid daughter, which was ſoon 

after, ſhe told the deponent that Mr. 
Hart, her huſband, had been in a great 
ng ns wa it, and hay ſaid he was ure 
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| he had leſt che dog on pur TY becauſs 
it was ea favourate--of | 199 Th s; thereby 
meaning! the {aid Hannah Hickman and 
that he had even blamed the ſaid Hannah 
ickman for ſuffering Mrs. Hart to have 
the dog, or the ſaid Mrs. Hart expreſſed 
herſelf, to this deponent, in words to tlie 
ſame effect ʒ and further ſhe cannot de. 
5 to the ſaid articles, ſave that the de- 
ent thinks ſhe was alſo then told by 
her ſaid daughter, that the ſaid Mr. Hart 
Lad, that he would not have loſt the d 
for twenty guineas, becauſe his girl, there- 
by meaning the laid ee e 
ag fo fond of it. 34 3 $4 | 


* 


10 be Biſtzenth article, the Sts 
ind ſays, that ſome time in the ſummer 
of the year 1778, ſhe well remembers 
being told, as well by her daughter, the 
faid Mrs. Hart, as her fellow witneſs, the 
ſaid Elizabeth Profter, of the cireum- 
ſtances of the ſaid Mr. Hart's meeting hec 
the ſaid Mrs; Hart, as ſhe was one even- 
ing returning from the houſe of this de- 
ponent at Holloway, which is a little 
above the ſaid Mr. Hart's, on the other 
ſide of the Way; and that the ſaid Mr. 
Hart flew into a great paſſion, and that 
the ſaid Mrs. Hart, being very much 
tefrified, ran up Rairs into her own ae. 
| where 


ene id. Me. Hart Sad has. 
| mi thar ken enen Pen ber T4 
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Which was tied b her 
would have ſtrangled ber © vt 
—b not given way ; and $f Bl that 
puſhed her about the room With grea 
110 ence, and at 22805 puſhed her out of 
it, into the paſſhge, abufing her at the 
ſame time.; or they, the fall Mrs. Hart 
and Elizabeth Profler, related to this de- 
nent the above circumſtange, ſoon after 
t happened, in words t6 the ſame effect; 3. 
and te. deponent verily” belieyes it to be 
exile, by reaſon. that when the fid' Mrs. 
Hart hath come to fee this deponent, ue 
was always anxious to get home before. 
the faid ES ivy Hart, well Gd hes ge he was | 


NY „% 5 17 


1 = =» 


ſhe Fo theta and ſays, hat 92 57 al ſo well 
remembers heating, from the aid Mrs 
Hart and Elizabeth Proſſer, ſome time 10 
15 ring, of the cireumſtance of the ſaid Mr, 
Hart 8 ulling the bed-cloaths off the ld 
Mrs. Hart, one. night, ang leaving her 
without any covering ; ; and 'that the ſaid 
Mrs. Hart, in conſequenoe thereof, r 
ber chamber- bell; and that thereupon 
thy Bid Elizabeth Profſer cx into bl 
chamber, 


3 of * 


E . 


18 * 


| 5 45775 and found Mes. Hart fitting in 
i idle FO ho ey. inks ny 2h 
, and the faid Mr. Hart fitting in 
an PR chair, with the bed-clothes 


rapped about Him; but further ſhe can- 


= pole to the faid articlæ, fave that the 
above circumſtance happened at Mr. Hart 8 
houſe, at Holloway. | : 


10 the ern afticle of: the ci 


Ubel ſhe depoſes and ſays, that Mrs. Har 
told the en a day or two after it. 


happened, that, as ſhe, was dreſſing, the. 


juſt. touched Mr. Hart's hand with one 
of the black pins which came out of her 
Hair, and that he in mediatel) became very 
angry, and without any other. prov oc 


tion, ſtruck her on the face with Bie 


hand very violently; that the depotient” 
hon afterwards heard her fellow- witneſs, 

izabeth P oſſer, relate the ſame cir- 
cutnſtance, ſhe being by at the time, and 
affiſting her faid miſtreſs in drefling : that 
the Apedene 1s not certain as to he time 
when ſhe heard it, but believes it was 
ſome time in the ROE. of the FR. 


1777. 
10 "OY ei Ahneneh- article of b che laid 


libel, ſhe depelts and ſays, that ſhe Well p 


SS» a - 7 


remembers being told by: Mrs. Hart, ſome 


time 


Im We, EN | 11 


. 
r - E 


a” 
; 
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time in the PIR of the year 1 chat 
donn morning, as ſhe was Tig in bes, 
after her huſband had got up, the aid 28 
Hannah "Hickman came into her bed- 
chamber, and endeavoured to pull her out 
of bed; but the ſaid Mrs. Hart reſiſting. 
and Mr. Hart then coming into the room, 
the ſaid Hannah Hi Kan complained to 
him that Mrs. Hart would not get up; 
and that the ſaid John Hart thereupon 
ſwore he would make Her; and he and 
the ſaid Hannah Hickman together, drag- 
ged her out of bed by force; or the ſaid. 
Mrs. Hart related the above circumſtance. 
to the deponent, in words to the ſame 
effect, and ſeemed at the time, very much 
affected thereat; and the deponent ob- 
ſerved that it hung * her mind ſome- 


time. 


TO the Binteenth rl of: the ſaid 
libel, ſhe depoſes and ſays, that ſo noto- 
rious was the intimac 7 of the ſaid John 
Hart, with the ſaid annah Hickman, 
that it became quite a public talk, inſo- 
much that in-the Town and Country Ma- 
gazine, for the month of January, 1778 
the ſaid Mr. Hart, and the ſaid — 
Hickman, are expoſed, under the artiele 
of tfte 2 tete; and under the names of the 
Hearty Aldernian, and the Perſuaſive 

S 4 Houſes 


5 Wer Heer, 8. 7 83 


cle That the ſaid Mrs Hart 
ed almgſt every day, as this d nen 
Lerilxi believes, to (trip bimielf, and 
change his ſhirt, in the bed- chamber of 
the laid Hannah Hickman; and it, Was 4 
fact well known among all Mr. Hart's 
i this deponent herſelf, thath 
en the ſaid Mr. Hart in the-bed=chamber 
of the ſaid Hannah Hickman, at his houſe 
at Holloway, When he has been drefling,; 
and the ſaid Hannah Hickman uſed to be 
pteſent at the time he was dreſſing ; and 
uſed to aſſiſt him therein; and they, as 
| the deponent hath; heard, and verily be- 
liaves, have frequently locked the door of 
the ſaid bed- chamber, and remained alone 

a. conſiderable ſpace of time together; 
and once this deponent well remembers 
being with Mrs. Hart, at the houſe. in 
Thames-ſtreet, Mrs. Hart obſerved the 
clock, and the deponent aſking where 
Mr, Hart Was, Mrs. Hart ſaid that he was 
up ſtaits, in Hannah's room; thereby 
meaning the ſaid Hannah Hickman; and 
tbat . had ſtaid longer than his uſual 
time; for that he had been gone up full 
two hours; or the Laid... Mrs. Hart ex- 
preſſed herſelf to that effect; and Mr. 
Len, Joon: afterwards: came down ſtairs, : 
That this deponent hath heard and be- 


en Shai, Mr. Flart was once caught by 


344 M OD 
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one of 160 ſervants, kit ng the faid Han- 


nah Hickman behind 15 kitchen door; 
and indeed their fondneſs för each other, 


was fo viſible, that no perſon could be 
long 1 in their company, Without obſery- 


ing it. 


To the twentieth article of the ſaid 
Iibel, the fays, that ſhe well remembers 
hearing of the circumſtance of Mr. Hart's 
having the tooth-ach, or pretending to 
Have it, as it was thought by his ſervants; 
and that he went to bed upon it; and 


that Hannah Hickman ſtaid with him, in 
his bed- chamber all night, upon that oc- 
caſion. That this deponent alſo well re- 


members mentioning it to Mr. Hart after- 
wards, and he did not in the leaſt pre- 

tend to deny it. That this circumſtance 
Happened at his houſe in Thames-ſtreet ; 


and Mrs. Hart was, at that time, at his 
Houſe at Holloway. That this deponent 


firmly believes that the ſaid John Hart, 


and Hannah Hickman, during great part 
of the ſaid night, lay naked, and alone in 


one and the ſame bed, and committed the 
crime of adultery tage. 


To the twenty-firſt article of: 5 aid 
libel, ſhe ſays that ſhe well remembers 


hearing of the ſaid Hannah Hickman's be- 


ing 


and that Mr. Hart ſhewed much concern 


theteat, and went to her bed-ſide, and 


gave orders that he might be called up 
himſelf, in caſe the ſaid Hannah Hick- 
man ſhould be worſe, when he left the 


room. That the deponent believes it was 
ſome time in the year 1777, and ſhe was 


told of at ſoon after it happened. 
II Ts: the azad, 23d, and -24th/ articles 
of the ſaid libel, ſhe depoſes and ſays, 
that ſhe hath heard and believes, that 


Fear 1777, while the ſaid Mrs. Hart and 
her family were at his houſe at Holloway, 
that he frequently got out of his bed 
very early in the morning, leaving Mrs. 
Hart in bed, and uſed to go into the 


chamber of the ſaid Hannah Hickman, 
wherein ſhe then was in bed, and uſed to 


remain alone therein, for conſiderable 
ſpaces of time together; and at ſuch times 
the ſaid John Hart was often ſeen through 
the window, in the ſaid bed- chamber, in 
his ſhirt and night- cap, and ſeemingly 
without any other cloaths on. And the 
deponent hath, in particular, heard John 
Loughton, a carpenter, (who was em- 
ployed by the ſaid Mr. Hart in and about 
his garden at Holloway) ſay, that he has 


V 


during the ſummer and autumn of the 


6% n 


ſeen Mr. Hart very early in the morning, 


in the faid Hannah Hickman's bed-chama 
ber, in his ſhirt and"night=cap : that the 
- deponent doth alſo firmly believe that, at 


ſuch time that he went into the ſaid Han- 
nah Hickman's bed-chamber,' or ſome of 


them, the ſaid Mr. Hart committed the 
crime of adultery with the ſaid Hannah 
_ Hickman ;- as ſhe thinks that muſt have 
been his chief motive for going into the 

bed-chamber of the ſaid Hannah Hick- 
man, at ſo very improper a time. That 
the deponent remembers hearing of the 


eircumſtance of Levy: Hayes, Mr. Hart's 
coachman, watching the fard Mr. Hart 


and Hannah Hickman, at the houſe in 
'Thames-ſtreet ; and that he liſtened at the 
aloor of the bed-chamber of the ſaid Han- 
nah Hickman, and overheard a buſtling 


kind of a noiſe between Mr. Hart and 
Hannah Hickman; and this 'deponent 


ſpoke to the ſaid Levy Hayes thereupon, 
and he ſeemed nerfectly convinced that 
Mr. Hart and Hannah Hickman had com- 


mitted the crime of adultery together, at 


the time he ſo watched wal gs That this 


deponent alſo heard of the circumſtance 


of the ſaid Mr. Hart's and Hannah Hick- 
man's going to Holloway, one afternoon, 
in Mr. Hart's chariot, and drinking tea 


er 3 and that they continued i in the 
7 ; THE 3-0 INT 9 ud 
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evening; all the ſervants being in the 


in order to go into the houſe, but found 


ber of the ſaid John Hart, but did not 


the crime of adultery together; or ſhe 


deponent alfo heard that they afterwards 
returned to town together in the ſame 


in her conſcience believes them to be 


Job Hart, E. By 


faid pouks together; by themſelves, 8 
tea- time, until about nine o'clock” in the 


kitchen, which is detached from the 
houſe: and that, while they ſo remained 
together, Mary Turnbull, his cook, went 


the door faſtened : that ſhe returned- and 
informed Levy Hayes of it, and he alſo 
went and found the door faſtened ; and 

that Mary Turnbull then went round _.: 
front of the houſe, ſuſpecting they were 
together, and ſaw a light in the bed-cham- 


obſerve. a light in any other part of the 
houſe. That this deponent does verily 
believe, that Mr. Hart and Hannah Hick- 
man took that opportunity. of committing 


thinks they would never have faſtcned 
themſelves in the ſaid houſe. That the 


carriage: And ſhe laſtly ſays, that, of 
all the circumſtances ſhe hath herein be- 
fore depoſed to, that ſhe was not a wit- 
neſs to; ſhe heard them ſoon after they 
reſpectively happened, / and ſhe verily and 
true:- n 6 51 
En bar iel 2 . To 
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To the twenty<fifth-and twentysfixth 
articles of the ſaid libel ſhe depoſes, that, 


on or about the latter end of October 1 


the ſaid Hannah: Hickman quitted the 
houſe and family of Mr. Hart; but, in 
order, as the deponent verily believes, to 
carry on his adulterous correſpondence 
with her, the ſaid Mr. Hart applied to the 


articulate Catherine Houghton, who for- 
merly lived with him as a' ſervant, and 
lived in St, John's Square, Clerkenwell, 


and took a lodging there for Hannah 


Hickman ; and ſhe accordingly went to 


and remained with the ſaid Catherine 
Haughton, at her apartments in St. John's 
Square, for ſome time, and, during all 


that time, Mr. Hart, as this deponent 


| hath heard and believes, conſtantly viſited 
there. That, from the houſe of Ca- 


therine Houghton Mr, Hart removed 


Hannah Hickman to other lodgings, 
as this deponent hath heard, and yerily 
believes, at the houſe of a Mr. Taylor, 
a ſhoe-maker, in Old Jewry, London, 


provided for her, as this deponent verily 


believes, by Mr. John Hart, where ſne 


continued ſome time; and this deponent 
was confirmed by the footman, who then 
lived, and ſtill continues to live, with Mr. 
Hart ; and whoſe name is Daniel Benton ; 
that Mr. Hart viſited her there, and uſed 

| | to 
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to ain tea and ſup with erg and that 
he would ſtay with her two or three 
hours together, after ſupper, and after he 
had ſent him and Malle r Hart home. 
That Hannah Hickman 58 lives, as this 
deponent hath, upon enquiry, found aut, 

in Dove Court, near the Manſion-houſe; 
and this deponent verily believes Mr. 
Hart continued to viſit her there, until this 
ſuit was commenced againſt them, by 
reaſon that ſhe hath heard it from ers 

who have ſeen them go into the houſe in 
Dove Court. And this deponent hath 
every reaſon. to believe that Mr. Hart fre- 
quently committed the crime of adultery 
with Hannah Hickman, as well at her 
lodgings at Catherine Houghton's, as in 
the Old Jewry, and Dove Court. | 


To the twenty ſeyenth article, ſhe de- 
poſes, that Mr. Hart hath frequently 
owned and confeſſed his unkind treatment 
towards Elizabeth Hatt; and in particu- 
lar, this deponent remembers that he con- 
feſſed it to her fellow witneſs, Joſeph 
Finney. That by the cruelty and ill 
uſage unjuſtly inflicted on Mrs. Hart, by 
her ſaid huſband, and the continual un- 
eaſineſs and perturbation of mind, occa- 
ſioned thereby, Mrs. Hart was reduced to 
a 98 ill ſtate of health, and to a very 


low, 


- 


90 Ne Triat 97 
low, dectinitig condiriofl. That Mrs: 8 


: 


Hart hath frequently c6me to this depo 


nent's houſe early in the morning; before 


the deponent was out of bed, and hath 


wept very much at her husband's con- 


tinued ill treatment; and ſaid it was im- 
poſſi ble ſhe could hear it; and from her 


converſation, the deponent hath ever been 
alarmed, for fear ſhe ſhould make away 


with. berſelf. That Mrs. Hart, being 


under great terror and apprehenſion, on 
account of Mr. Hart's cruel treatment; 


ſhe, to avoid the ſame, and for tlie pre- 
ſervation of her life, which the deponent 


really thinks was endangered, by living 


with Mr. Hart, in or about the month 
of October laſt, the ſaid Mrs. Hart with- 


drew herſelf from the houſe of the 


ſaid John Hart, and put herſelf under the 


care and protection of this deponent, and 


ſhe: hath remained with this deponent 


ever ſince. That, as à further inſtance 


of Mr. Hart's cruel treatment to his ſaid 
wife, the deponent remembers, that ſome- 
time in the ſummer in the year 1777; 
Mrs. Hart was taken exceedingly ill; and 
it was recommended by her apothecary, 
as the only means of ſaving her life, that 
ſhe ſhould be bliſtered, but Mr. Hart 
gave peremptory orders to his ſaid wife 
to the "contrary Und this deponent was 
ol obliged 


% 
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obliged to apply a bliſter to her ſaid 
daughter, by ſtealth. She alſo ſays, that 
| ſhe remembers another circumſtance of 
Mr. Hart's very ill uſage to his wife, 
which happened ſome time in the month 
of May or June laſt, and which is as 


follows. This deponent having an in- 


tention of going to ſee. her ſon, who was 
at ſchool at Batterſea in the county of 
Surry, called upon Mrs. Hart to go with 


her; and ſhe accordingly went with the 


deponent; and, when they returned, they 
found Mr. Hart was at home, and he 
met them at the door, and immediately 
flew into a paſſion, and defired the de- 
ponent to go away; but Mrs. Hart en- 
treated this deponent to ſtay, and ſaid that 


her life would be in danger from Mr. 


Hart ; that this deponent thereupon de- 
- termined to ſtay, and they all went into 
the parlour together; and Mr. Hart ſtill 
continued in a great paſlion, _ 
backwards and forwards in the room, an 

brandiſhing his cane; and ſwore by God, 
that if the deponent or his wife offered to 


ſpeak, he would knock them down; and 


that he only wiſhed they were near his 
fiſh-pond, and that he would be damned 
if he did not duck them both ; and the 
- deponent continued with him ſome time, 

before ſhe could bring him into temper, 


N or 
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or venture to leave her onde along © 
with him 


ES ho gte et article ſhe de- 
doſes. and ſays, that Mrs. Hart hath not 
lived or cohabited with her huſband ſince 


* left his houſe, as mentioned above. 


> a , { 4, * 


The Same, witneſs on the interrogatories ad- 
miniſtered on the 1555 and behalf of 
John Hart, Eſq; one one of the e in 
| £bis >. 5 

| T0 the faid interrogatory, the d 

dent anſwers, that, on or about the ele- 

venth, and not the fourth day of October 

1777, "the ſaid Elizabeth Hart withdrew 

her elf from the houſe of the ſaid John 

Hart, her huſband, and went to Ireland; 

that this reſpondent did not adviſe her ſo 

to do; but, on the contrary, would have 

11 80 on her to go to town, to her 
uſband, and try him again; but the ſaid 

Elizabeth Hart perſiſted in her reſolution 

of leaving her huſband, and faid ſhe could 

not bear his treatment any longer: and 
that this reſpondent coul not be her 
friend, if ſhe adviſed her to remain with 
her huſband. * And this reſpondent, ſeeing 
the was ſo earneſt and determined, was 

thereupon 


v\ 
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thereupon induced to give her conſent to 
Her leaving the (aid 1055 Hart, and fur- 
niſhed her with money to bear her ex- 
pences; and this deponent believes ſhe 
confeſſed afterwards to the ſaid John Hart, 


that ſhe had given her daughter one hun- 


dred guineas, and which was the fact, to 


bear the expences; but ſhe never confeſſed 
it was by her advice ſhe left him. That 
they intercepting a letter from Mrs. Hart, 
directed to this reſpondent, the faid Mr. 
Hart found out where his wife was, and 
| he determined to go after her; and this 
reſpondent, to prevent her ſaid daughter 
being terrified, and at the inſtance of the 
ſaid John Hart, conſented to go with 
him, and they accordingly ſet out together 
for Dublin 2 9 ENS 


That previous to their going, the fuld N 


John Hart faithfully promiſed to diſcharge 
the ſaid Hannah Hickman from his ſer- 
vice; and even agreed, in the preſence of 
her fellow witneſs, Mr. Finney, and Lis 
own nephew, William Taylor, that he 
would forfeit pool. to the reſpendent, if 
he did not diſcharge. the ſaid Hannah 
Hickman from his ſervice ; and that he 
would ſign a writing to that effect. And 
he alſo. then confeſſed he had not behaved 


ſo well as he ought, to his ſaid wife; and 


N 1 | that 
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5 that he would behave to her, in fiience, 4 in 


a very different manner, or to that effect. 
That this reſpondent, and the ſaid John 
Hart, arrived in Dublin ſome time about 
the beginning of November, 1777; and 
in leſs than, a week afterwards, the ſaid 
Elizabeth Hart returned with the ſaid 
John Hart, to his houſe and family, 


though not entirely with her own free 


will, as the ſeemed to apprehend a con- 
tinuance of his ill treatment; and ſhe 
continued to live and cohabit with him, 
as his wife, until on or about the 24th 
of October laſt, as interrogate ; - when 
finding herſelf no longer able to bear his 
cruel treatment, ſhe again withdrew her- 
ſelf from him, and put herſelf under Ty 
protection of Tabitha — 


* 


| TABITHA SPENCER. 
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2% March, 1780. 
The Depoſition of Elizabeth Proſſer. 


ELIZABETH PROSSER, of Eyias 
Harrold, in the county of Hereford,, 


ſpinſter, aged about twenty-nine years, a 
_ witneſs produced and ſworn. To the 
ſeventh article of the ſaid libel, the de- 


poſes and ſays, that ſhe lived as ſervant 


to John Hart, Eſq; and Elizabeth Hart, 


his wife, the parties in this cauſe, from 
April 1777, to ſome time in or about the 
month of June 1779, at the reſpective 


houſes of the ſaid John Hart, in Thames 
| ſtreet, London, and at Holloway in the 
county of Middleſex, and by that means 
came to know them, That ſhe thinks 


the ſaid John Hart of a very malicious, 
ſpiteful, ſurly temper, and very much 
given to ſudden ſtarts of violent paſſion, 
without any apparent cauſe. That the 
ſaid Elizabeth Hart is a perſon of a very 
mild obliging diſpoſition, and the beſt 
miſtreſs, as to temper, that the deponent 
ever knew, and of a very modeſt, virtu- 


ous deportment: and the deponent never 
obſerved, but that ſhe behaved to her ſaid 


husband in a very reſpectful dutiful man- 


ner; and further ſne knows not to depoſe 
to the ſaid articles. 


To 


$ + 


To the $th and oth articles of the 
faid libel, ſhe depoſes and ſays, that ſhe 
heard ad believes, that ſome time before 
and to the time of the marriage of the 
ſaid Mr. and Mrs. Hart, he the laid Mr. 
Hart kept and retained in his ſervice the 
articulate Hannah Hickman, as his houſe- 
keeper; and it being thought. highly 
improper for her to remain in Mr. Hart's 
family, after his ſaid marriage, it was by 
Mrs. Hart, and her friends, inſi ſted that 
Mr. Hart ſhould diſcharge the ſaid Han- 
nah Hickman from his ſervice on his 
ſaid marriage : and ſhe alſo: heard and be- 
lieves, that Mr. Hart then promiſed ſo 
10 do; but that after his marriage, being 
preſſed thereto, he abſolutely refuſed 
diſcharge her; and at the time this = 
ponent went firſt to live in the family, 
until / ſome time in or about the month of 
November 177%, the ſaid Mr. Hart re- 
tained the ſaid Hannah Hickman. in his 
i ſervice, and had done ſo from the time of 
his faid marriage, as the deponent heard 
and. verily, believes. That the ſaid Mr, 
Hart uniformly treated the ſaid Hannah 
Hickman as a perſon for whom he had a 
. ingular regard and affection; and they 
uſed to be frequently alone together, and 
to ride together in the ſame carriage from 
his, the ſaid Mr. Hart 8, town and coun- 
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bo &y houſe; and he always paid the ſaid 


annah Hickman much more attention 
than he did his ſaid wife; and uſed to 
conſult her, the ſaid Hannah Hickman, 
upon what he would have done in his 
houſe affairs; and the deponent remem- 
bers one circumſtance in particular, 
which happened a few days after ſhe firſt 
went to live in the family, and which then 
greatly ſurpriſed her; her miſtreſs, - the 
faid Mrs. Hart, had gone up ſtairs to bed. 
and the ſaid Mr. Hart ſoon after followed 
her, attended by the ſaid Hannah Hick- 
man, who ſtaid in the room till the ſaid 
Mr. Hart had intirely undreſſed himſelf, 
and got into bed: and while he was un- 
drefling, he entirely directed his conver- 
ſation to the ſaid Hannah Hickman, and 
ſpoke to her about ſome new chairs he 
intended to have, and aſked her opinion 
what ſort of ones they ſhould be, but 
never in the leaſt conſulted the ſaid Mrs. 
Hart about them. That when Mr. Hart 
has gone up ſtairs to bed, they, the faid 
M <1 Hart, and Hannah Hickman, have 
fr.quently ſtaid alone together, in the par- 
lour, for the ſpace of half an hour, or 
more, and he the ſaid Mr. Hart, for the 
moſt part, ſeemed anxious and preſſing 
for his ſaid wife to get up firſt to bed, 
IEEE . he and the ſaid Hannah Hick⸗ | 


man 


— v 


_ © farther 
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man might be left alone together: and 


ſhe knows not to depoſe to the ſaid 
articles. W eat; A 


To the tenth article of the libel, ſhe 
depoſes and ſays, that ſhe has heard and 
believes that Mr. Hart, ſoon after his ſaid 
marriage, began to uſe the faid Mrs. 
Hart very ill, and which. the deponent 
verily believes was in conſequence of his 
attachment to the ſaid Hannah Hickman, 
and forbad her all intercourſe with her 
mother, and other relations; and the de- 
ponent hath frequently heard the faid 
r. Hart ſpeak of Mrs. Spencer, Mrs. 
Hart's mother, . moſt abuſive terms, 
and that he would never fuffer her to 
come into his houſe again; and ſhe alſo 


heard him forbid the ſaid Mrs. Hart's 


k going to ſee her mother. That the ſaid 
Mr, Hart was almoſt continually finding 
fault with the ſaid Mrs. Hart, and exert- 
ing his endeavours to mortify and diſtreſs 
her, by ſwearing at and abuſing her, and 
by freating her with the moſt cruel indif- 
ference, and paying ſo much regard and 
attention to the ſaid Hannah Hickman, 
whom he alſo'encouraged to treat the ſaid 
Mrs. Hart in a very ill manner. That 
the deponent has heard that he has com- 
pelled Mrs. Hart to walk to town, mw | 
| is 
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his country houſe; when it hath been 
quite dark, and very dangerous to go along 
the road, on account of foot- pads. That 
when this deponent has been dreſſing her 
miſtreſs, the ſaid Mrs. Hart, in her own 
room, Mr. Hart has come into the room, 


and taken the fire entirely off, notwith- 


ſtanding it has been in the depth of 
winter; and at other times he would 
come into the room, and fly into the moſt 
violent paſſions, and if Mrs. Hart happen- 
ed to be reading, he would ſnatch the 
book from her, and throw it away, with 
the utmoſt violence ; and His conſtant be- 
haviour to her upon the whole, was 
ſuch, that the ſaid Mrs. Hart lived in 

conſtant terror of him; and when ſhe 
hath heard the ſaid Mr. Hart coming 
home, the deponent hath frequently ſeen 
her turn as pale as death, and appeared in 
the utmoſt terror; and Further to the ſaid 
ren dhe =p 8 not to depole. 
10 the eleventh! afficke of the ſaid libel, 
the .depoſes and ſays, that Mr. Hart is one 
of the: Aldermen of the City, of London: 
that ſhe: remembers being told by her 
fellow ſervants, of the ſaid Mr. Hart's 
beating Mrs. Hart with his cane, one 
Lord Mayor's day; and that he com- 
Kr Her to fwear on her knees, that ſhe 
3 0 would 


8 
41 
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I» bid never admit any of her aich 
into his houſe; but further the 1 0 5 not 
to 9 to be laid article. A 


To the twolfch article: of the Gd bet, 
the depoſes and fays, that ſhe alſo. remem- 
bers being told by the ſervants, of the 
oitcumſtances of Mr. Hart's rifing: one 
evening, ſoon after ſupper, in à moſt 
violent paſſion, and. beating his ſaid wife 
in a moſt cruel manner; but further 
ſhe cannot depoſe 0 the aid W | 


200 


Ts the thirteenth. article of abs ſaĩd 
Abel, ſhe depoſes and ſays, that on a day 
in the ifemner of the year 177. the ſaid 
Mr. and Mrs. Hart, and two or three 
gentlemen, viſitors, being at dinner to- 
gether,” at the houſe at 'Thames-ſtreet, 
aforeſaid, (and the deponent that — 
waited at table, the footman not being at 
home) the ſaid Mr. Hart ſuddenly became 
diſpleaſed at his wife, and putting him- 
ſelf in a violent paſſion, called her a little 
impertinent bh, and ordered her to 
quit the dining table, and leave he 
room; but the faid Mrs. Hart ſtill keep- 
ing her chair, Mr. Hart aroſe from ta 
and ſuddenly pulled the chair from under 
- her, by which means ſhe fell down 

the * and he _ puſhed /her-:vig- 
SP 
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= iently About and at length forced ber out 
of ho room, at the ame time ſwearing at 
her, and. calling her many vile and op- 
probious names. That one of the gen- 
tlemen who dined there, Was Mr. Hart's 
own brother, who remonſtrated with 
him upon ſuch his behaviour, but with- 
out effect; and further: ſhe Koows not to 
depoſe to the ſaid Article. | 


- 15s the Fourteanth! A of the aid 
libel, ſhe depoſes and fa ys, that on ano- 
be nc day in the fummer of the faid year, 

the ſaid Hannah Hickman com- 

| land to Mr. Hart of the loſs of a dog, 
which had been kept in the houſe; and 

Mr. Hart became thereupon 3 en- 

raged, and very much abuſed Mrs. 

about it, and faid he was ſure ſhe 1128 | 
cauſed the dog to be loſt, . becauſc the girl 

(thereby meaning the faid Hannah Hick- 

man) had taken notice of it; and he then 
declared he would give ten or twenty 
guineas, to have it found; or he then 
uſed words to the ſame effect; and the 
deponent was preſent, and in hearing, 

Nn the above tranſaction paſſed. 


To the 1 «th are of the aid libel, 
ſhe depoſes and 20 that on an — 


2 
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in the ſummer of the year 1778, the 
ſaid Mr, Hart came to his houſe at 
Followay, and there met Mrs. Hart, his 
wife, returning from the houſe of Mrs. 
Spencer, her mother, and Mr. Hart then 
flew. into a violent paſſion, and abuſed 
his ſaid wife very much; and ſhe came 
running up ſtairs into her own room, 
where the deponent then was, and was 
followed by Mr. Hart, abuſing her ; and 
he then caught hold of a ribbon, which 
was tied round her neck, and pulled it 
ſo violently,” that it came undone ; and 
he afterwards puſhed her about with great 
violence; and at length puſhed her out 
of the ſaid room into the paſſage ; and 
he then began abuſing the deponent, be- 
cauſe, as he then expreſſed himſelf, ſhe 
took his wife's part; thereby meaning the 
ſaid Mrs. Hart his wife, Leg) 


To the 16th article ſhe depoſes and 
ſays, that one night, ſome time in the 
month of May laſt, when all the family 
were gone to bed at Mr. Hart's houſe in 
Holloway, this deponent heard her miſ- 
treſs's bell ring; and, as ſoon as ſhe 

could, ſhe went inte her ſaid maſter and 

niſtreſs's bed-chamber, and there found 
her ſaid © miſtreſs fitting on the * 

| 0 
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df the bed, without any covering on "36: 
her, and her maſter fitting in an an 


chair, with the blankets wrapped about 
To the 17th article ſhe depoſes and 
ſays, that on an evening, happening 
ſome. time in the winter of the year 
1778, Mrs, Hart, whilſt this deponent 
was dreſſing her hair, happened jaſt to 
touch Mr. Hart's hand with one of the 
pins which came out of her hair, and Mr. 
Hart thereupon became very angry with 
her, and, without 'any. other provocation 
whatever, ſtruck her on the face with 
the back part of his hand very violently. - 


To the 18th article ſhe depoſes and ſays, 
that ſhe has frequently heard Mr. Hart 
{wear at, and abuſe Mrs. Hart, becauſe 
ſhe lay in bed after he got up : that ſhe 
has heard the ſervants ſay, that he and 
Hannah Hickman have pulled the bed- 
cloaths off Mrs. Hart, together; but the 
deponent never ſaw them do it together, 

though ſhe has ſeen Mr. Hart himſelf 
do it, 8 | ; 

To the 19th article, ſhe depoſes and 

ſays, that ſhe has ſeen Hannah Hickman 
turn 


3 | 
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tun her maſter, the ſaid Mt. Hart, obt 
of the kitchen, and he has only ne at 
ln 2454 We eib. 


To the 2oth article ſhe depoſes on 
fays, that ſhe remembers being told by 
her fellow ſervants, of the circumſtance 
of Mr. Hart's having the tooth- ach, and 
chat Hannah Hickman, fat op with 08 
| — W 5 


| 10 the * >= Om ph A and 
ſuys, that ſhe remembers being told by 
the cook, who now lives with Mr. 
Hart, of the circumſtance of Levy Hayes, 
the coachman, watching the ſaid Mr. 
Hart and Hannah Hickman, at Mr. Hart $ 
| houſe in Thames. ſtreet. | 


To the 27th ao 28th NE ES the de- 
poles. and ſays, that the ſaid Mrs. Hart, 
at the time this deponent went firſt to 
lie with her, was in a low dejected way, 
owing entirely, as this deponent verily 
believes, to the continual ill treatment 
ſhe received from Mr. Hart; and ſhe fo 


_ continued, till the ſaid a Hickman 


left the family, when ſhe a little reco- 
vered ther ſpirits ;- but the ſaid Mr. Hart 
ſtill continued to abuſe and ill treat her, 
17171 during 
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Auting all the time: the: deponent ſuid in 
their ſervice: and the deponent vorily 

thinks ſuch continuance of vexation muſt, 
in the end, have greatly impaired” her 
health; for ſhe often told the deponent, 
life was become a burthen to her, from 
the treatment of her ſaid huſband. 
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＋ o the firſt istetregutbry the cf 
| 8 anſwers, that Mrs. Hart the produ- 
Cent, ſometime in or about the month 
of October 177, as interrogate, without 
the conſent, knowledge, or privity, of 
Mr. Hart, her huſband, went away, in 
the middle of the night, from the faid 
Mr. Hart's houſe, in 2 poſt-chaiſe and 
four, and went to Dublin, as interrogate; 
and this reſpondent accompanied her thi- 
ther. That the ſaid Mr. Hart, accom- 
panied by Mrs. Spencer (Mrs. Hart's 
mother) came to Dublin to them; and, 
in conſequence of Mr. Hart's having 
diſcharged his houſe- keeper, Hannah 
Hickman, from his ſervice, and her mo- 


ther 8 
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ther's having engaged that Mr. Hate 
would behave better, the faid Mrs. Hart 
| returned with him to his houſe, ſome- 
time in or about the month of November 
2777, as interrogate; and, from that 

time, continued to live and cohabit with 
him, as his wife, until on or about the 
month of October laſt, as the deponent 
verily believes. That the only reaſon of 
Mrs. Hart's ſo leaving her ſaid huſband, 

was to eſcape from the continual ill treat- 
ment ſhe ſuſtained, both from him and 

the faid Hannah Hickman, as ſhe, this 

_ deponent, verily believes; and which had 

riſen to ſuch a height as no woman, the 
reſpondent thinks, could poſſibly bear 
with; and further, ſhe knows not tao 
anſwer to the ma 88 IKE 
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- CATHERINE FISHER, wife of 
Janis Fiſher, of Shadwell Street, in the 
pariſh of St. Paul, Shadwell, in the 
county of Middleſex, aged thirty-two 
years a witneſs produced and fworn.. 


i Io the firſt article of the ſaid libel, ſne 


depoſes and fays, that on or about the- 
21ſt of Auguſt, 1-75, the went to live 

as ſervant, at the houſe of John Spencer, 
Egg ſi tuate at Holloway, in the county 


Middleſex, and by that means ſhe be- 


came well to know Elizabeth Hart (wife 
of John Hart, Eſq;) then Elizabeth 


Spencer, ſpinſter, one of the parties in 


this cauſe; that ſhe was and is the daugh- 
ter of the ſaid John Spencer, by Tabitha 
Spencer, his wife, and was piouſly, ſo- 
Ns uh virtuouſly, and tenderly brought 
up and educated, by her ſaid parents, as 
this deponent verily and in her conſci- 
ence believes. 

To the ſeventh at eig hth articles of 
the faid libel, ſhe R and ſays, that 
the ſaid Elizabeth Hart was, on or about 
the ſecond of September following, mar- 
= to John Hart, Eſq; the other party 

| * in 
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in this a and on or about the twelfch 
of the ſaid month of September, the ſaid 
John Hart and Elizabeth Hart went to 
the houſe of the ſaid John Hart, ſituate 
in Thames Street, London; and the ſaid 
Elizabeth Hart took this deponent to live 


with her as lady's maid, at her ſaid huſ- 


band's; and the deponent continued ſo to 
live with her, till on or about the 28th of 
April following; and, by that means ſhe 
came well to know the ſaid John Hart, 
And ſhe further ſaith, that the ſaid John 


Hart, and Elizabeth Hart, his wife, 


from, and immediately after the ſolemni- 


zation of their ſaid marriage, lived and 
cohabited together at bed and board, as 
lawful huſband and wife; and ſo lived 


and cohabited together at the houſe of the 


aid John Hart, in Thames Street, afore- 


laid, and at his country houſe, ſituated 
at Holloway aforeſaid, during all the time 


the deponent continued in their fervice ; 


that ſhe thinks the ſaid John Hart a bad 


tempered man; and ſhe has heard and be- 


lieyes he 1s generally looked upon as a 
perſon of a very churliſh, uneven diſpo- 
fition. That Mrs. Hart is of a very mild, 


obliging temper, and of an amiable, mo- 
deſt, and virtuous carriage and diſpoſi- 
tion; and this deponent never had an 


857 word from * duripg all the 


time 
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Fury ſhe lived with her 3. and the as 
fat as the deponent ever ſaw or heard, 
always bellaved to her busband, the faid 
Me, Hart, with great tenderneſs, affec- 
dion, and duty, and in a very Reaceanle 
1 manner. 

To the 1oth ad 1400 articles of the 


faid libel, ſhe depoſes and ſays, that, ſoon. 


after Mr. Hart's marriage with his ſaid 
wife, - diſturbances aroſe in his family, 


from Hannah Hickman's aſſuming and 


taking ſo much upon her, and finding 
fault with and complaining of Mrs. Hart's 
management in the family, 


tachment to her, always liſtened to her 


complaints, and was very often induced 
to treat his wife in the- moſt indifferent 
manner on her account: and the deponent 


hardly ever faw_him treat his ſaid wife 
with any degree of regard and affection; 


but for the moſt part in a very churliſh 
manner. 
lieves Mr. Hart would not have behaved 
near ſo bad to her, but on Hannah Hick- 


man's account. ' And ſhe further faith, 
that the ſaid Mr. Hart is one of the alder 
men of the city of London; and on Lord 


Mayor's day, in the year. 177 5 Mr. Hart 


returned home to his houſe in Thames. 


ſtreet, Luther Late! in the evening: and, as 


7 2 the 


wr c +4 


to the ſaid- 
Mr. Hart, who, from his very great at- 


And the deponent verily be- 
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the 


1 found Mrs. Evans 


in a moſt violent paſſion : that the de 
nent immediately judged the ſhricks 
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ent now beſt remembers and abe-s 

(Mrs, Hart's 
ſiſter) and a gentleman with her; that 

8 after he fo returned, this deponent. 


being up two pait of ſtairs, heard a moſt 


violent ſhriek ; and going immediately on 
the ſtairs to liſten, ſhe heard a ſecond 


ſhriek, equally violent, and heard Mr, Hart 


fad 


roceeded from her miſtreſs, upon Mr. 
art's laying violent hands upon her, and 
which the ound to be true; for, upon 


"2. 


coming into the kitchen, and aſking what 
had been the matter, the faid Hannah 


Hickman told her it was her miſtreſs, 
the ſaid Mrs. Hart; and that ſhe had 


been afraid that Mr. Hart, in his paſſion, 


would have killed her, or have done her 
4 miſchief ; or the ſaid Hannah Hickman 
expreſſed herſelf to that effect. That one 


of the men ſervants, in attempting to 


liſten at the door of the room, in which 


Mr. and Mrs. Hart then were, was diſ- 


covered by Mr. Hart, and the faid Mr. 
Hart knocked him down. That this de- 
ponent enquired of Hannah Hickman how 


the quarrel aroſe, and the ſaid Hannah 
Hickman told her it was becauſe he had 


found the faid Mrs. Evans, and the gen- 


© tleman before mentioned, with her z and 
that be had given her mier ordert not 2 
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as any of hon relations, unknown to bim; ; 
dor the ſaid Hannah Hickman ex; preſſed 
herſelf to that effect. And Tg depo- 


nent remembers that before this, Mr. 


Hart frequently quarrelled with his faid 
wife about her relations coming to ſee 
ber, and forbad her ſeeing them any 
more. That about a fortnight previous 
to this deponent's quitting the family and 
| ſervice of the ſaid Mr. Hart, Mrs. Hart, 
Mrs. Spencer, (her mother) and. this de- 
ae happened to be together, and 


annah Hickman came into the room. for 
me of her maſter's things, who was 
of drefling . himſelf, and went out 


again; and Mrs. Spencer then ſaid to the 
 deponent, ah! Kitty, your - maſter uſes 


your miſtreſs very ill, on. that woman's 


account. 
CcarHARIN E. FISHER. 


_ John Loughton, Catherine Houghton, 


&c... corroborate. the evidence given in 
this trial, but as their depoſitions agree 
in ſubſtance with what we have here in- 


ſerted, the repetitions of the ſame facts 
would only tire our readers, and we have 
therefore omitted them. oo 


N. B. Mrs. Hart was di rey g 
Js board, and. mutual 5 with 
Ser Buſband, + reaſon of cruelty. . 
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